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ABSTRACT
South Africa has been producing Bordeaux style red blend wines since Welgemeend pioneered the
blend locally in 1979. The number of Bordeaux style blend producers in South Africa has doubled the
in the last ten years. The category has arguably become one of the most important styles of wine
produced in South Africa today attracting high ratings from International critics and serving as a
calling card for the country on the global stage.

This research paper serves as a study of the category of Bordeaux style red blends being produced in
South Africa today within the framework and history of what a Bordeaux style blend is in France.

The definition of a Bordeaux style red blend wine set forth is a wine that has some or all of the five
allowed red grape varieties as permitted in Bordeaux, France: Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet
Franc, Petit Verdot and Malbec.

Producers in South Africa, inspired by the rich tradition and history of the eponymous region in
France, make Bordeaux style red blends in a variety of styles from those that are fruit dominant and
designed for immediate consumption on release to more serious examples designed for maturation
and bottle aging to enhance complexity.

By contrast, the enormous scale of production in Bordeaux and the archaic system of getting the
wines to market through an en primeur campaign and network of negociants is unique in the wine
world. South Africa lacks the production volume, secondary market and sophistication of consumer
with adequate facilities for maturation to create a similar futures market at present.

There is no legislation governing the use of the term ‘Bordeaux style’ in South Africa. South Africa
does not have the same rules and regulations governing the production of wine as does France and
Bordeaux in particular. There is no standard definition of the term ‘Bordeaux style red blend’ in use
in South Africa which extends into the domain of domestic competition.

Bordeaux style red blends are an established feature of South Africa’s wine production today. They
will continue to inspire winemakers for generations to come and the evolution of the category will
see more innovation and continual quality improvement at all levels.
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1. INTRODUCTION
South African Bordeaux style blends draw their inspiration from Bordeaux, located in the south‐west
of France. Bordeaux as a region has been known to produce some of the world’s most sought after,
long‐lasting and expensive red wine blends. This history of wine production in the region spans more
than 2000 years. Bordeaux wines have been traded with the UK for more than 900 years where
these wines are frequently referred to generically as claret. (Spectator, 2012).

Subject to numerous classifications, and stringent laws as to what can be planted, the winemakers of
the region make the most of what each vintage offers. The majority of the wines are sold as futures
in the spring following the harvest while still in barrel. The initial prices are set based on vineyard
classification and scores following tasting by industry critics and analysts at this embryonic stage of
development. The privileged five châteaux classed as First Growths are accorded immense respect
and celebrity status commanding stratospheric prices compared to other wines of the region.

In Bordeaux itself, Cabernet Sauvignon is rarely bottled as a single cultivar wine. Typically, it
produces a lean profile wine that benefits from being blended with softer Merlot and spicy, fruity,
almost perfumed Cabernet Franc (Clark, 2012). These three grape varieties produce the classic
Bordeaux red wine in France while regulations allow for the addition of Petit Verdot and Malbec. A
Bordeaux style red wine blend is generally defined as a wine that has some or all of the five allowed
red grape varieties: Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Petit Verdot and Malbec.

The definition is contentious though, as in Bordeaux, wines are made from time to time as a 100%
variety, albeit very rarely and as a direct result of vintage conditions. In South Africa and many other
countries, the debate rages as to what is considered a Bordeaux style blend as legislation in some
regions will allow for a single cultivar to appear on the label even if the wine is blended as long as
the named cultivar is 85% or more of the blend. Producers can choose how to position their wines
when multiple categories are straddled. This can be misleading for consumers.

The French concept of terroir encompasses the complexity of the geography, topography, soil
composition, overall climate, local mesoclimate, and vine microclimate and how each of these
factors interacts with one another.

Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa
Debi van Flymen

9

The idea of terroir is that each wine has a unique sense of place. With no direct English translation
for the term, it can be difficult to understand this concept underpinning much of the French
Appellation Controlee system. Terroir encompasses more than the physical aspects of the vineyard
such as rootstock, vine material, soil, slope, aspect, drainage and microclimate. An emotional,
spiritual or mental dimension completes the concept. (Wilson, 1998)

The New World is however taking notice and it is becoming increasingly common to undertake soil
surveys and mapping exercises to determine the best variety, rootstock and even trellising systems
suggesting there is wisdom within the Old World approach (Robinson, 2006).

Comparatively, South African winemakers are not bound by long standing classifications or stringent
regulations governing the planting of grape varieties in particular areas. The planting of the
aforementioned grapes is widespread in the Cape geographically and thus crosses many types of soil
and microclimates. South African production of wine may go back in excess of 350 years but
Bordeaux style blends are a more recent phenomenon with the first commercial blend being made
by the late Billy Hofmeyr at Welgemeend in 1979. Meerlust followed suite in 1980; then came
Kanonkop Paul Sauer and Overgaauw Tria Corda; the category began to expand exponentially in
numerous styles and at varying price points.

In 1989, Cape Wine Master, Penny Gold posed the question “Bordeaux Blends – Fad or fact? Do
South African Cabernet Sauvignon wines need to be blended?” As these blends were new to the
South African market at the time, her very first line of the dissertation reads “Although the wines of
Bordeaux have been blended for more than 100 years, this practice has only recently gained
‘respectability’ in South Africa. The emphasis has always been on 100% cultivar wines.” Gold
surveyed viticulturalists and winemakers and undertook a series of tastings that showed a
preference for the blended wines.

It should be noted that the term ‘Bordeaux‐style blend’ is a catch‐all for many different drinking
styles within the category from pocket‐friendly super quaffers designed to be enjoyed on release,
made with little or no tannins, and made in bulk to very serious, brooding, artisanal single barrel
wines designed to reveal complexity as they age. This applies to every region in the world producing
wines in this style.
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There is a fundamental difference between making a wine that is commercially viable and producing
the best quality wine possible. A number of producers in the Cape are producing ultra‐premium,
more expensive wines made in very small quantities in addition to their existing offerings. Some of
these wines have achieved accolades that may well yet turn them into the next generation of
“iconic” or “cult” wines. How this phenomenon has impacted marketing and sales of the additional
wines in their portfolio is not yet known and beyond the scope of this research. This research paper
does not address the diversity of quality in and amongst the variety of styles.

While Vergelegen may well have been the first South African producer to break the £50 retail barrier
with their 2001 Vergelegen V Bordeaux style blend, numerous producers and brands occupy that
upper echelon today (Evans, 2006). De Toren’s ultra‐premium Book XVII is sold primarily on
allocation and commands prices in excess of £150. The initial vintage was a meagre production of
just 600 bottles released to critical acclaim, selling out almost overnight.

South African pioneer in the Bordeaux blend category, Georgio Dalla Cia, teamed up with Bordeaux
based Denis Dubourdieu, to produce 4G. This wine sells for over £250, and markets itself as South
Africa’s “First Growth of the Cape” (Furer, 2013). They produced 3410 bottles and are touting the
wine as a Bordeaux style blend despite the presence of Shiraz in the blend.

In South Africa and many other regions outside of France, there is no legal precedent for the
descriptor Bordeaux style blend nor is there any legislation governing the use of the term.

This research seeks to determine the role of Bordeaux style red wine blends in South Africa and
address whether the category is growing, declining or remaining constant. The ratings and
performance of South African Bordeaux style blends locally and abroad will be examined. The
challenges facing the category will be explored to determine the viability of the category in the
future.
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2. BRIEF OVERVIEW AND APPELATIONS OF BORDEAUX
Bordeaux as a region is highly influenced by water. Geographically situated in between the brandy
regions of Cognac (to the North) and Armagnac (to the South), Bordeaux is delineated by the
Garonne and Dordogne rivers that flow north west meeting to form the Gironde Estuary which
empties into the Atlantic Ocean at Pointe de Grave. This large body of water retains heat energy and
thus brings temperate, mild conditions to the vineyards along with threats to ripening. The rivers
enabled trade growing the sales of Bordeaux wines. Substantial rainfall, warm summers and longer
mild autumn periods characterise the general climate (Clark, 2012).

The Bordeaux region as a whole is split into colloquial references of “left bank” and “right bank” with
the Entre‐Deux‐Mers (French for between the two seas) in between. The Médoc and Graves are
found on the west side of the Gironde (the left bank) and Saint Emilion and Pomerol on the east side
(Right Bank). (Refer to Map 1: Bordeaux Vineyards on page 97)

Evidence suggests vines in general were first brought to the region by the Romans in the middle of
the first century to meet local demand. Bordeaux wine production has continued albeit with
different cultivars and approaches since that time (Johnson, 1994). The marriage of Eleanor of
Aquitaine and Henry Plantagenet (later Henry II) in 1152 led to British acquisition of Bordeaux
territories, Gascony and a substantial portion of Western France. This facilitated the flow of regional
wines to England and tax exemptions ensured that these wines were cheaper than other imported
wines at the time. This established a fan base in England for wines from Bordeaux (Robinson, 2006).

Reverting to French rule in 1453 after the Hundred Year War, trade with England resumed and unlike
other regions where the clergy played a vital role, in Bordeaux, entrepreneurial spirit drove trade in
profitable wine. Prior to the 17th century, wine was not shipped in bottles or aged in them. Thus
early Bordeaux wine was believed to be thin, typically did not last from one vintage to the next, and
had little resemblance to modern Bordeaux wines known at present. (Robinson, 2006)

In the 1700’s, the marshlands of the Médoc were drained by Dutch engineers. This improved the
road infrastructure and facilitated wines reaching the market faster. The landscape of the region
changed with the building of châteaux and the planting of vineyards. The term château is
synonymous with a single estate making its own wine, most often bearing the name of the château.
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Over time, loyal customers appreciated the consistency and quality of the wines, firmly entrenching
Bordeaux at the epicentre of the fine wine world (Clark, 2012).

The wine business of Bordeaux is complex and conducted through a system of négociants, or trading
companies, that market 75% of all Bordeaux wines worldwide (Kolpan, Smith, Weiss, & The Culinary
Institute of America, 2010). The négociants act as wholesalers and agree to purchase a certain
percentage of a particular property’s harvest annually. Multiple négociants may deal with each
château. Courtiers facilitate communication and negotiation between the château and négociants in
return for a 2% transaction fee. The négociants in turn sell the wine on to a vast network of
merchants including importers and wholesalers across the globe. There are presently in excess of
four hundred négociants and 120 courtiers in Bordeaux (Leve, 2013).

The complexity of this antiquated system continues long after the wine has left the chateaux. A
sophisticated secondary market for these wines ensures that there is demand well past the initial
sale. Many wines are cellared for years by négociants and brokers before re‐entering the market
place. In fact, as respected critic, journalist and Master of Wine Jancis Robinson points out, this
secondary market is the best way to determine the value of a chateau. (Robinson, 2011)

The numbers when it comes to Bordeaux are mind boggling both in terms of production and price.

“With a combined market value of more than €15 billion euros, the top Bordeaux châteaux
are now clearly powerful luxury brands in their own right. Indeed, the raw data behind these
calculations is somewhat staggering: more than 12.5 million bottles of wine are produced by
just the top 50 estates, with a combined market value in excess of €1.6 billion euros. It
comes as no surprise that the First Growths fill the top five places, with all but Haut‐Brion
valued at more than €1 billion.” (Robinson, 2011)

2.1

Regulations and quality control

Historically, people have sought to create lists documenting the quality wines of Bordeaux and
attempting to order them accordingly. This practice dates back to William Eden, an English trade
ambassador who drew up a list of forty‐one Medoc wines he reckoned were of top quality and
highest importance in English trade. In 1787, while the United States Ambassador to France, wine
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aficionado Thomas Jefferson journalled numerous pages on Bordeaux wine and crafted a list of
sixteen wines deemed the best (Kolpan et al, 2010)

British wine enthusiasts initially sought wines from particular regions as consistent quality
highlighted trustworthy sources of Bordeaux red wine. Slowly, requests narrowed down from region
to more specific geographical units until consumers of the day requested particular Châteaux by
name. As prices were recorded for all transactions, a hierarchy emerged and the same top Châteaux
enjoyed the best prices consistently. Moreover, a hierarchy developed as particular Château
commanded similar prices for their wines allowing them to be grouped together.

The 1855 Medoc classification of first to fifth growths was born of a request by Napoleon III who
wanted a ranking of the top wines to accompany the exhibit of Bordeaux wine being showcased at
the 1855 Exposition Universelle in Paris. Fifty‐eight properties were included in the original list, The
1855 Classification of the Medoc (refer to Appendix A on page 82) and to date, more than one
hundred and fifty years later, only two formal changes have been made to this classification of First
to Fifth Growths. There is only one non‐Medoc property included in these rankings, Château Haut‐
Brion in Graves (Markham). Total production of wine in Bordeaux now tops 900 million bottles
annually, up from 500 million in the late 1960’s (Irwin, 2013). The First Growth properties produce
substantial volumes of their Grand Vin or top wines:

Table 1: Approximate Annual Production volume of Bordeaux's First Growths
Source: adapted from Berry Brothers & Rudd website based on 2008 production volume

Chateau Haut‐Brion

Chateau Lafite Rothschild
Chateau Latour
Chateau Margaux
Chateau Mouton Rothschild

Approximate
Number of Cases*
+/‐ 20,000

Note
Split across Grand Vin and 2nd wine
Clarence de Haut Brion (formerly
Bahans‐Haut‐Brion)

up to 20,000
up to 30,000

Grand Vin
2nd wine ‐ Carruades de Lafite

16,000 ‐ 20,000
10,000 ‐ 12,000

Grand Vin
2nd wine ‐ Les Forts de Latour

+/‐ 30,000

Split across Margaux itself and 2nd
wine Pavillon Rouge

25,000 ‐ 30,000

Split across Mouton itself and 2nd
wine Le Petit Mouton

* cases are 12 x 750ml bottles
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While some boundaries have changed and some properties no longer exist, the original classification
has endured with just two changes – the inclusion of Chateau Cantemerle as a 5th growth in 1855
and the elevation of Chateau Mouton Rothschild from Second to First Growth status in 1973.

The red wines of Saint Emilion on the Right Bank were classified in 1955 and subject to review every
ten years. Numerous amendments have been made to these classifications. In 2006, the fifth
revision to the classification saw legal challenges from four demoted producers during which time
official classification reverted to 1996 legislation. The most recent changes were signed into law in
2012 (Wikipedia, 2013). There are presently legal challenges facing the latest classifications
(Mustacich, 2013). Currently, there are fifteen recognised Saint‐Emilion Premiers Grands Crus
Classés (four of which are considered Saint‐Emilion Premiers Grands Crus Classés A) and fifty seven
Saint‐Emilion Grands Crus Classés. The title “Saint Emilion Grand Cru” may also be awarded while
other estates within the AOC region may simply be known as “Saint‐Emilion”. (Conseil des Vins de
Saint‐Emilion, 2013)

The district of Pomerol has never been classified. The subject of much scrutiny and debate over the
years, the classifications still broadly represent the top estates (Kolpan et al, 2010). (Refer Appendix
B on page 84)

While many top châteaux have produced excellent wines over the years, if they were not classified
in 1855 (or subsequently in the revisions of 1955 or 1959), their wines have fetched significantly less
in the marketplace and not been the focus of attention (Parker, 1985).

As only the finest wine is selected for a main château wine or grand vin, many châteaux produce a
second wine with the remaining barrels. Sometimes this wine is from younger vines that don’t have
the same concentration or staying power. Other times it may be sourced from a parcel that
performed well but not at the highest level. This second wine typically sports a label that allows
consumers to associate it with the same property but carries a different name. It does not have the
same classification as the grand vin. This idea is not new: First Growth, Château Margaux has had a
second wine “Le Pavillon – Château Margaux” since 1908, Château Leoville Las Cases labelled its
second wine Clos du Marquis in 1904 and Château Brane Cantenac claim to have had a second wine
since the 18th century. The object of a second wine is purely economic – to not lose money selling off
the lesser wine produced by the same property in bulk, anonymously (Clark, 2012).
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Further to the 1855 Medoc Classification, specific to Bordeaux, France introduced a system in 1935
to regulate the origin and quality of its wines – the Institut National des Appellations d’Origine
(INAO). Tasked with defining geographical limits and enforcing regulations governing them,
Appellations d’Origine Controlee (AOC) laws also dictate what grape varieties can be planted, the
viticultural methods that can be employed, harvest and yield restrictions, minimum alcohol content,
and winemaking techniques for each region (Stevenson, 2005).

In 1959, the red wines of the Graves region were classified into thirteen “Cru Classe” or given
classified status.

Bordeaux is classified to a more detailed degree than any other wine region in the world. Today
there are over fifty appellations that make up Bordeaux. These geographical units fit broadly into the
AOC categories of Bordeaux (red), Bordeaux Supérieur (red), Bordeaux Clairet, Bordeaux Rose,
Bordeaux (white), Bordeaux Sec, and Bordeaux Supérieur (white). (Wikipedia, 2013) (Refer
Appendix D: Regional Bordeaux AOC Regulations on page 87)

Another classification in Bordeaux is that of Crus Bourgeois, first documented in 1740. The bourgeois
were originally merchants and craftsmen in the region who accumulated rights and privileges that
eventually led to their ability to acquire finer property. Prices amongst these producers were
established as higher than two other categories – Crus Artisans and Crus Paysans dating back to the
early 1800’s. (L'Alliance des Crus Bourgeois du Medoc, 2012)

In 1932, the Crus Bourgeois consisted of 444 châteaux broken down into three categories: six “Crus
Bourgeois Superieurs Exceptionnels”, ninety‐nine “Crus Bourgeois Superieurs” and three hundred
and thirty nine “Crus Bourgeois” (Parker, 1985).

As boundaries and ownership changed so did the classification. A major overhaul in 2000 was not
without controversy as eighteen judges assessed each wine on the basis of the grape variety, the
nature of the terroir, the approach taken in the vineyards, the wine‐making process, the
management of the property itself, bottling conditions, the consistency of quality, the reputation
enjoyed by the wine and lastly each wine’s organoleptic qualities. The result was a ministerial order
in 2003 recognising only 247 of the more than 400 who applied as Crus Bourgeois du Médoc. In
2007, the 2003 ruling was overturned on the basis that one could not judge a wine in which they
held an interest.
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According to the official website of the Crus Bourgeois, http://www.crus‐bourgeois.com:

“The Crus Bourgeois form a big family that brings together vineyards with widely differing
profiles, and very different terroirs (eight prestigious AOCs : Médoc, Haut‐Médoc, Listrac‐
Médoc, Moulis en Médoc, Margaux, Saint Julien, Pauillac and Saint Estèphe), led by a variety
of producers, many of whom have their origins in the Médoc, but who also come from other
countries and regions, bringing dynamism and new ideas.”

Since September 2010, the official list has been published annually.

Parallel to the official AOC regions there is a European Union (EU) classification including vin de pays
(country wine) or IGP (Indication Géographique Protégée, or protected geographical region) as it has
been known since 2009. There are three tiers of IGP wine at the regional, departmental and local
level. At the most specific local level, the vin de pays de zone, there are stringent production
regulations that approach the demanding AOC laws. Since 2009, IGP wines labelled with a single
grape variety must be at least 85% of the stated variety and where multiple varieties are stated on
the label, they must constitute 100% of the blend. Imaginative producers can blend in more grape
varieties depending on the level of IGP to make more modern, softer and fruitier wines priced
competitively (Confederation Francais des Vins de Pays, 2013).

There has long been a history of investing in Bordeaux wines, especially the First Growths. There are
those who invest to consume in time and those who invest with no intention of ever drinking the
wine, but rather selling it on in the future and realising a significant profit. Several wine funds have
been established. While in their infancy, these funds have shown the ability of fine wine investments
to provide better returns than the traditional stock market. Developed in 1999, Live‐ex is one of the
largest digital marketplaces for the purchase and sale of fine wine with over 400 members in 33
countries on six continents. The exchange sees trades between wine funds, brokers, importers,
exporters, merchants, retailers and wine funds (Live‐ex, 2012).

In many instances, the prices asked for Bordeaux wines are a direct result of the classification of the
wine. The First Growths continue to command high prices and garner the attention of the world’s
wine media despite the fact that they produce less than 5% of the total wine in Bordeaux. (Irwin,
2013)
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To a significant degree, the rating system of wine critics world‐wide has also had an impact on the
region, with respect to pricing and style. Arguably, the most vocal and prescient of these is American
Robert Parker. In addition to his Wine Advocate newsletter and digital media presence, he has
written numerous books detailing the wines of Bordeaux. Courted by properties seeking his rare 100
point perfect score, styles have certainly evolved and the term “Parkerised” has been used to
describe wines in the region made in a fruitier, more heavily extracted and bold manner. (Wine‐
searcher, 2013)

Wines with higher scores are in higher demand globally and generally command higher prices.
Maltus noted that while waiting for Parker scores after final release of his 2010 Saint Emilion wine,
Le Dome, he was contacted by several négociants regarding price. The wine had been scored a 98
during the En Primeur campaign. He supplied a range of prices based on what the final score from
Parker would be with a significant leap between the price at 99 and 100 points.

2.2

The Left Bank

Travelling down river on the Garonne, the Left Bank area includes Graves, the sweet wine producing
regions of Sauternes and Barsac, Pessac‐Léognan and all the appellations of the Médoc.

The Bordelais are fond of using the expression that the best vines “like to see the water but not get
their feet wet”. Geographically this translates to wanting their vineyards on well‐draining soils, close
enough to benefit from the mild climates resulting from large expanses of water. In the Médoc, the
Gironde estuary flows just beyond the gravel vineyards of St. Estephe, Pauillac, St. Julien, and
Margaux (Clark, 2012).

Cabernet Sauvignon plantings are more widely spaced in the Médoc for one reason: the well‐drained
gravel soils found in top vineyards there which encourage ripening by retaining heat. Gravel soils are
not the most fertile and the vine struggles to thrive resulting ultimately in greater berry
concentration. The root systems have to penetrate the layers of gravel, silt and sand for moisture,
minerals and other nutrients. The best quality grapes and vines are found in areas with deeper
gravel mounds (Robinson, 2006).
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As the name of the region implies, Graves soils are exceptionally gravelly and provide excellent
drainage. The best parcels have some sand and clay content too. Although it is larger than the
Médoc geographically, Graves only produces half as much wine (Berry Brothers & Rudd, 2008).
There is a higher percentage of Merlot and Cabernet Franc in the Graves region than in the Médoc
despite both having Cabernet Sauvignon as the prevalent majority variety. The wines can be lighter
as a result (Parker, 1985).

2.3

The Right Bank

The two principal appellations in the right bank are Saint Emilion and Pomerol. The soil here has a
much higher percentage of clay compared to the Left Bank. As a result, there are more plantings of
Merlot and Cabernet Franc in the area given their affinity for the cooler clay soils (Parker, 1985).

Whilst there are always exceptions, the generic blend from St.‐Emilion is equal proportions of Merlot
and Cabernet Franc with varying degrees of Cabernet Sauvignon blended in. In Pomerol there are
very few plantings of Cabernet Sauvignon (noted exceptions include Clos L’Eglise and Vieux Château
Certan) (Parker, 1985).

As a result of the higher percentage of Merlot and Cabernet Franc, Right Bank wines tend to be
fruitier, suppler, fleshier and mature faster than the Cabernet Sauvignon predominant wines of the
Médoc. (Parker, 1985)

There are few records prior to the 1920’s in this region and the verbal historical record is confusing
and incomplete. Documentation indicates a few properties were selling wines at a premium in the
1850’s and the first attempt to document this came with Édouard Féret in 1868. In 1878, Petrus and
a few other wines won medals at the Paris Exhibition but at a time when the phylloxera epidemic
was destroying the areas vineyards, many workers headed to the Left Bank in search of better
fortunes, unable to bear the economic burden of replanting on American rootstock. (Martin, 2012)

Pomerol had an interesting relationship with Belgium. Here the wines enjoyed relative success as
they were far more approachable and far less expensive than other wines from the region. The
Pomerolais actually exported barrels of wine (subject to less duty than bottles), as soon as
fermentation was complete and over fifty merchants in Belgium would then mature and bottle
them. The largest and most widely heralded of these was Vandermuelen who would even deliver
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barrels to customers along with bottles, corks, capsules and labels for self‐service. Vandermuelen did
not bottle after 1955 (Martin, 2012).

In 1936 Pomerol was accorded AC status. However, it was only after the legendary vintages of 1945,
1947 and 1949 that Pomerol started to garner attention. Mme Loubat and Jean‐Pierre Moueix
charged a premium for Petrus. A killer frost in 1956 took years of recovery and only in 1964 were
production levels back to normal. In 1971 the European Union barred the maturation of wine
overseas. Vignerons who lacked the facilities to mature their own wines sold their wines to
merchants in Libourne. In the 1980’s the region really came to life, an emergence Martin attributes
to three people:
•

Michel Rolland (credited with convincing winemakers to improve techniques and standards
as well as rethink their approach to winemaking);

•

Christian Moueix (credited with consolidating Petrus and serving as an ambassador of the
region); and

•

Robert Parker (influential American wine critic credited with writing about the positive
changes in the region that in turn drove demand, increased prices and attracted investment
to the area).

Pomerol may be the smallest of Bordeaux’s many districts at 800 hectares with 150 registered
proprietors, but the lack of a formal classification system has not deterred quality or price. Pétrus
may well be Bordeaux’s most prized wine and as a Pomerol, it does not fall into any of the
classifications previously discussed. Furthermore, unclassified châteaux from Pomerol regularly
command prices equivalent to those of second‐growth Medoc’s wines.

2.4

Additional appellations

Other appellations exist in Bordeaux but they are not known for producing the top quality wine that
comes from the aforementioned Left and Right bank appellations nor for garnering top prices.

Bourg and Blaye are port cities on the Right Bank producing predominantly good value red wine. The
tiny Bourg produces more than Blaye which is five times larger in physical size. Furthermore, most of
the vines in Blaye are from properties situated close to the Bourg border. Vines have been cultivated
in this area since Roman times (Stevenson, 2005).
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Between the Dordogne and Garonne rivers, the geographically large Entre‐Deux‐Mers area has
developed a reputation for value oriented red wines most of which are sold under the generic
Bordeaux AOC or Bordeaux Superieur AOC. (Wine‐searcher, 2013).

East of Bordeaux, just west of Libourne, close to the Dordogne’s northern bank is Fronsac. The
dominant grape in the region is Merlot which is regularly blended with Cabernet Franc and Malbec.
As the soils of the region tend to be cooler, these wines do not have high percentages of Cabernet
Sauvignon in their blends. While quality improvements have been realised over the last twenty
years, these wines are much more affordable than their counterparts in Saint Emilion, Pomerol or
the Médoc (Wine‐searcher, 2012).

Cotes de Bordeaux Castillon (known as Cotes de Castillon until 2009) is a red wine appellation on the
farthest eastern border of Bordeaux. Blends from this area are predominantly Merlot driven with
varying percentages of Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet Franc. Malbec, Petit Verdot and
Carmenere are also permitted in the blend although rarely used above ten percent of a component
blend. These wines tend to be approachable at an early age based on the generally high percentage
of Merlot (Wine‐Searcher, 2011).

2.5

Blending in Bordeaux

Blending in Bordeaux has been economically motivated from the outset. For hundreds of years,
winemakers realised and built a knowledge bank from the fact that certain grape varieties
responded to variations in weather, soil, and rainfall each vintage. By planting a variety of grapes,
that respond to those factors in varying degrees, each grape variety ripened at different times. Thus,
the winemakers created an insurance policy; in lesser vintages they were able to mask the
deficiencies or replace unusable grapes with more suitable ones. This allowed Bordeaux producers
to put out good wine in less than ideal vintage conditions (Kolpan et al, 2010)

Early in Bordeaux’s blending history, Syrah was brought in from the Rhone Valley with the specific
intention of bulking up the local Bordeaux wine in less robust vintages and making it more drinkable
(Arnold, 2007). Early documentation of blending speaks of wines that have been “Hermitaged”, a
reference to wine blends being supplemented with the Syrah grape from the Rhone region of
Hermitage (Goode, 2011). Some literature suggests Syrah or Shiraz may even have been grown in
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the region and there are winemakers who would like to do so in the wake of climate changes
(Stephens, 2009).

Today the AOC regulations do not permit this although one producer in Bordeaux is flouting
convention. Second Growth Margaux producer Château Palmer has produced several experimental
batches of “Historical XIXth Century Wine” in 2004, 2006 and 2007 blending their Margaux wine with
Hermitage, Cote‐Rotie and Cornas derived Syrah. Illegal under Bordeaux appellations it carries the
lowly Vin de Table (now Vin de France since 2010) designation and cannot bear the vintage or the
name of the château. The vintage appears as a “lot number” in tiny font on the bottom of the front
label and the label is in the same style and colour of the regular Château Palmer design minus the
picturesque homestead (Colman, 2010).

There is a philosophy in Bordeaux that blending is both skill and art. To this end, many châteaux
produce several different batches of wine from their various vineyard plots which can be individually
assessed for suitability in the final blend. One critical factor in understanding this blending exercise is
the variation in vintages resulting from each unique growing season which in turn ensure that the
dominant character of the wine varies annually. (Clark, 2012).

Typically, the wines from the Left Bank are Cabernet Sauvignon dominant with smaller percentages
of Merlot and Cabernet Franc in the composition. Conversely, wines from the Right Bank tend to be
Merlot dominant with Cabernet Franc and Cabernet Sauvignon in supporting roles. Percentages
generally change from year to year. It should also be noted that despite the role of the blend, there
are occasionally factors in vintage variation that will see a property release a wine that is 100% of a
particular cultivar, although this is exceptionally rare. An example of this would be the 1994 Château
Le Bon Pasteur from Michel Rolland in Pomerol which was 100% Merlot. (Goode, 2009)

Despite poor vintage conditions from time to time, the wines of Bordeaux are often said to require
at least five years to reach their full development potential (Parker, 1985).
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2.6

South Africa in comparison

While France is the largest global producer of wine at 18.4%, followed closely by Italy (15.4%) and
Spain (12.7%), South Africa’s 967 million litres puts her in eighth place with 3.6% of the world’s
volume. Cabernet Sauvignon with 12% is the most planted red grape variety in South Africa (van Zyl,
2012).

There is no quality classification system in South Africa that can compare in any way with the
classification in Bordeaux. The Wine of Origin (WO) system implemented in 1973 is based exclusively
on geographical and political boundaries and created primarily to comply with European Union
requirements for exporting South African wine. Administered by the Wine and Spirits Board, this
Wine of Origin system, which has helped to ensure accurate labelling, breaks down South Africa’s
vineyard area into five Geographical Units, six Regions, twenty four Districts and sixty eight Wards.
(WOSA, 2009) (Refer Appendix F page 90)

Wine of Origin or WO followed by the name of an officially demarcated area ensures that 100% of
the grapes used to make the wine came from within this area. South African wine grape farmers,
producers and estates may plant any grape variety in any location of their choice. While each wine
having a sense of place is an important part of the concept of terroir, and the WO system forms a
geographic basis for knowing where the wine originates, South Africa’s soil diversity is such that it is
not specific to any particular ward, district or even region. Decomposed granite, sandstone,
limestone and alluvial soils span the entire country. (Haddon, 2013)

In his pioneering work on geology and wine in the Cape, Bargmann (2005) noted the following
geological factors with respect to unique features:
•

“Granite bedrocks. The presence of acidic soils impede root growth, but these soils
are also clay‐rich and have a good water retentive capability, an important
consideration during summer months. The role of kaolin and saprolites may be
significant; although there is no research available on their impact. On a local scale,
tin tungsten deposits are present in some vineyard areas notably in the Bottelary
area west of Stellenbosch.” (Bargmann, 2005)
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•

“The Malmesbury Group is generally shale/greywacke‐derived and acidic and clay‐
rich with good water retention capability. Contact metamorphism to produce
hornfels, and rare limestone units have important local effects.” (Bargmann, 2005)

•

“Table Mountain Group is a sandstone‐dominated sequence which also produces
acid soils, sandy in nature and not suitable for vines. Exceptionally, the glacial shales
of the Cederberg Formation, are now being exploited for vineyards.” (Bargmann,
2005)

•

“The Breede River Region has characteristic calcareous loam soils, associated with
Bokkeveld & Witteberg shales, Dwyka tillite and Enon conglomerate. This is the only
South African wine area with significant alkaline soils.” (Bargmann, 2005)

•

“River gravels are associated with some of the world’s best vineyards, (e.g.,
Bordeaux). In South Africa they are commonly utilised in drier areas that need
irrigation. However, some producers are now beginning to utilise these for quality
wine production.” (Bargmann, 2005)

•

“Topography and slope orientation are significant components of terroir in their
own right. Geology is fundamental in sculpting the landforms seen in the Cape
vineyards and influences such as altitude, slope orientation and orientation towards
prevailing wind direction.” (Bargmann, 2005)

There are several formal statutory bodies and business units that provide consultation, information,
research, education and strategic co‐operation within the industry. The only information generally
available is the composition of vineyard plantings by cultivar. (WineLand Publications, 2012)

Wines from Bordeaux do not typically list the grape varieties or blend percentages in any way on
their labels (front or back). In fact, in some cases, this information is almost impossible to obtain
unless you are in contact with the winemaker directly. Historically, this information was not allowed
to appear on labels.

In South Africa, many wines carry a label which details the exact percentages of each cultivar
whether a single variety or blend. Under current legislation, a label may carry a single cultivar name
as long as the named variety composes 85% or more of the blend. Thus it can be a misnomer to refer
to a wine as a Cabernet Sauvignon when it may in fact actually be a blend at 85% Cabernet
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Sauvignon and up to 15% of one or more other varieties. (Label Committee of the Wine & Spirits
Board, 2008)

While much has been written about the art and science of blending wine, this is perhaps the crux of
many of the stylistic differences in the blends available in South Africa today. Most winemakers
interviewed vinified their components separately – in many cases down to particular vineyard
blocks. Two schools of thought were evident in discussions:
1. Those blending to achieve a particular style and create a familiarity amongst the wines with
concessions for vintage variations. This yielded similar percentages of components in the
final blend year on year.
2. Those blending based on unique results of each vintage. Many vinified the components in a
way they felt were worthy of being bottled individually before coming up with a final blend
based on completely blind tastings. After blending, most returned their blends to barrel for
further aging and what one winemaker termed ‘marrying’ before bottling. This yielded
dramatically different percentages of components in the final blend year on year.

The use of all five varieties in a Bordeaux blend does not originate in Bordeaux itself. The
phenomenon seems to occur in the New World and some critics believe it is used as a marketing
ploy. James (2012) commented with respect to South Africa’s propensity for using all five varieties in
a Bordeaux style blend:

“I do wonder why people are so fixated with including all five, just for the sake of it ‐
certainly not because it's necessary to balance the blend. I remember talking to one
producer of a five‐way blend who said that he always included just a tiny bit of Malbec
simply for the varietal count. It's all an interesting tribute to the authority of one the world's
greatest wine regions, of course ‐ but in some ways a typically "provincial" one, given that
the region itself has moved away from such blends (if indeed there ever were many five‐way
blends there ‐ let alone six‐way ones.” (James, 2012)

South African consumers have had a penchant for Bordeaux wines and developed a familiarity with
the styles of wine. Brice (2013) believes the lure of Bordeaux style blends is in their long history. He
has participated in the en‐primeur campaign and been selling imported Bordeaux wines in the South
African market place for more than thirteen years as well as local Bordeaux style blends. Brice states,
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“People identify with Bordeaux wines, there is an elegance and longevity factor that is
aspirational to winemakers everywhere. Locally, there are very few Bordeaux style blends
that offer the same finesse and longevity.” (Brice, 2013)

While one can taste back to the 1960’s and earlier from Bordeaux properties and access a wealth of
information globally on the evolving condition of these wines; this is not so for South African
Bordeaux style blends:
•

Bordeaux style blends as a category in South Africa only date back to the early 1980’s

•

The wines were produced in miniscule volume compared to Bordeaux

•

There is little detailed record of their tasting, especially in an evolutionary framework
assessing their maturation and optimum drinking window

•

There is no real secondary market for South African Bordeaux style blends or demand for
older vintages domestically or internationally (save for the odd search for a bottle to mark a
lifecycle date)

3. TRADITIONAL BORDEAUX RED WINE GRAPE VARIETIES
3.1

Cabernet Sauvignon

While the classic grape variety Cabernet Sauvignon may be known as the “king of grapes” and is
often heralded as the backbone of a Bordeaux red blend in France; it is in fact Merlot that is most
planted in the Bordeaux region as a whole.

Nearly every wine producing country grows Cabernet Sauvignon. This alone does not mean it is easy
to grow or that it is any less demanding than other grape varieties. Compared to other grape
varieties, Cabernet Sauvignon is relatively disease‐resistant, less soil specific, and suitable for a
broader range of climates (Clark & Rand, 2008).

Cabernet Sauvignon requires a certain degree of warmth to ripen fully. Without this, the wine can be
very green with pronounced green pepper or herbaceous quality as a result of the pyrazines.
Pyrazines are compounds that contribute the green, vegetal character of a wine and the threshold
for detection on the palate is 2ng/l. These compounds are generally viewed negatively when in very
high concentration. Pyrazines are reduced by sunlight as the grapes ripen. Yet, too much warmth will
lead to wines that are very soft and often described as “jammy” (Clark & Rand, 2008).
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With the phenomenon of global warming, even years that are considered poor can produce good
wine. With a high pip to pulp ratio of almost 1:12 and a high phenolic content, Cabernet Sauvignon is
capable of withstanding higher fermentation temperatures and longer periods of maceration.

Cabernet Sauvignon grows well on gravel soils because these soils tend to be warmer than other soil
types. Gravel drains well, warms relatively quickly and retains heat thereby coaxing ripeness in
marginal climates like the Médoc. With respect to soil types in other warmer parts of the world,
temperature, drainage and poor potential vigour seem more important than physical composition of
the soil. An example of this would be the Cabernet Sauvignon that thrives in Australia’s Coonawarra
region, one of the coolest and wettest regions in the country. The terra rossa soil over limestone
exhibits excellent drainage and heat retention (Clark & Rand, 2008).

An outstanding affinity for new oak sees the wine integrating blackcurrant flavour with the spice and
the vanilla notes of the wood. This successful formula has seen the 225 litre barrique Bordelais
become the standard size wine barrel across the globe today. (Clark & Rand, 2008)

Cabernet Sauvignon tends to taste recognisably the same regardless of where it grows and therein
lays its appeal to consumers.

3.1.1

The origin of Cabernet Sauvignon

While mystery still surrounds the how, scientists at the University of California, Davis have recently
revealed that Cabernet Sauvignon is the chance result of a crossing of its parent grapes Sauvignon
Blanc and Cabernet Franc (Clark & Rand, 2008).
Called Petit Vidure in the 18th Century in Bordeaux, the popularity of this grape was attributed to
Baron Hector de Brane, then owner of Château Mouton in Pauillac (until 1830) and Armand
d’Armailhacq, his neighbour (Clark & Rand, 2008).

In terms of plantings worldwide, the area with the most Cabernet Sauvignon vines is Chile, followed
closely by California in the USA and then Bordeaux at 31,246 hectares is third. South Africa comes in
8th place with 13,336 hectares under Cabernet Sauvignon vines (Clark & Rand, 2008).
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Older clones of Cabernet Sauvignon found worldwide from the 1970’s were associated with higher
yields but many experts attributed green, thin, herbaceous flavours with wines made from them.
These older clones are being replaced with new ones bred specifically to be virus free; however, an
unfortunate result can be higher yield. Yields need to be kept low to improve quality. Many
producers undertake green harvesting or removing excess clusters at veraison to concentrate the
quality juice of the grapes remaining on the vine. Today clonal selection allows vignerons to select
clones based on disease resistance, ripening characteristics and fruit character. (Lewin, 2011)

3.1.2

The relevance of Cabernet Sauvignon in Bordeaux style blends

Cabernet Sauvignon is highly pigmented, astringent and tannic providing a backbone of underlying
structure, dark colour, strength and longevity to a wine. Its thick skin makes it resistant to rot and it
ripens late. A pronounced blackcurrant character is the hallmark of the wine which can have herbal
nuances; over time, the wine can develop a cedar like quality with aging (Parker, 1985).

Almost every Bordeaux château blends Cabernet Sauvignon with other grapes. Average percentages
of Cabernet Sauvignon range from 40‐85% in the Médoc, 40‐60% in Graves, 10 to 50% in Saint
Emilion and 0‐20% in Pomerol. Examples of wines with a typically higher percentage of Cabernet
Sauvignon include Château Latour (Pauillac), Château Mouton‐Rothschild (Pauillac), Château du
Tertre (Margaux) and Château d’Issan (Margaux) (Parker, 1985).

3.1.3

Cabernet Sauvignon in South Africa

In South Africa, Cabernet Sauvignon ripens towards the end of March. While sensitive to oidium and
downy mildew, the variety is resistant to botrytis. Cabernet Sauvignon from South Africa is
associated with black and/or red soft berries, herbal notes including mint, and nuts. Used across the
Cape winelands as a single variety wine and in blends; Cabernet Sauvignon is often blended with
Shiraz (Syrah) and Pinotage. Main plantings of Cabernet Sauvignon in South Africa are found in
Stellenbosch, Paarl and Malmesbury. The five year trend of Cabernet Sauvignon has shown a
decrease of 0.49% as a percentage of total vine area going from 12.53% in 2008 to 12.04% in 2011
(WineLand Publications, 2012).
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Cabernet Sauvignon ranks second (behind Chenin Blanc) of the Top 20 cultivars by area, according to
the percentage of total plantings, measured in hectares with 35 323 698 vines over 12 104.12
hectares corresponding to 11.78% of SA’s vines or 12.4% of the hectares under vine (WineLand
Publications, 2012).

New clones that have been planted since the late 1990’s have ripe fruit character replacing the
green, herbaceous notes of the old virused clones. Location is playing a key role in plantings and
later picking based on phenolic ripeness along with improved vinification techniques to avoid
volatility yield positive results.

3.2

Cabernet Franc

Clark and Rand (2008) state that “At its best, Cabernet Franc has an unmistakable and ridiculously
appetizing flavour of raspberries, also pebbles washed clean by pure spring water and a refreshing
tang of blackcurrant leaves,”.

Less popular today than it was in the early 1900’s where plantings rivalled that of its offspring
Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc is more frequently blended than made as a single cultivar wine
worldwide (Leve, Cabernet Franc Wine Grapes, Flavors, Character and History, 2013). It is viewed as
more important than Cabernet Sauvignon in just a handful of regions that include Anjou‐Saumur and
Touraine in the Loire Valley, Bordeaux’s Right Bank, parts of north east Italy and Canada’s Ontario
region despite being one of the world’s 20 most planted cultivars for wine (Robinson, 2006).

Still widely planted in south west France, Cabernet Franc is known colloquially as Bouchy, and thrives
in the appellations of Madiran and Bergerac. Typically lighter in colour and less tannic than Cabernet
Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc is a thin skinned variety that ripens earlier and is less susceptible to poor
weather (Robinson, 2006).

3.2.1

The origin of Cabernet Franc

Likely originating from the South West of France, it is believed that the grape took root in the
Libournais in the 17th century when Cardinal Richelieu transported vine cuttings to the Loire Valley.
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In that area it is sometimes still referred to as Breton, thought to be the name of the cardinal at the
Abbaye de St.‐Nicolas‐de‐Bourgueil where Richelieu transferred the cutting (Robinson, 2006).

Tolken (2012) noted references to Cabernet Franc dating back to 1152 while Cabernet Sauvignon
references first occurred several centuries later. Genetic studies at the University of California, Davis
have now conclusively shown that Cabernet Sauvignon is the result of crossing Cabernet Franc and
Sauvignon Blanc.

3.2.2

The relevance of Cabernet Franc in Bordeaux style blends

Called Bouchet in Saint Emilion and Pomerol, Cabernet Franc is known to add complexity, spice
character and bouquet to wine. Characteristics range from spicy to green herbal notes with what
several refer to as an olive‐like aroma. Lacking the astringency, complexity and power of Cabernet
Sauvignon and the suppler, fleshy character of Merlot, Cabernet Franc is blended in small to
moderate percentages ranging from 0‐30% in the Medoc, 5‐25% in Graves, 25‐66% in Saint Emilion
and 5‐50% in Pomerol. Examples of wines with a higher relative percentage of Cabernet Franc
include Château Cheval Blanc (Saint Emilion), Château Lafleur (Pomerol), and Château Ausone (Saint
Emilion) (Parker, 1985).

With the high percentages of Cabernet Franc at play in Saint Emilion’s Château Cheval Blanc
(average of 50% of the blend), this is where the wine receives the greatest international accolades.
In 1990, the second label Le Petit Cheval was comprised of an astonishing 98% Cabernet Franc. In
Pomerol, the 2010 Château Lafleur was comprised of 62% Cabernet Franc. Garagiste icon Le Dome
averages 60% Cabernet Franc and Château Ausone and Château Angelus have made blends with up
to 50% of the variety. There are at least two 100% Cabernet Franc wines produced in Saint Emilion,
Bordeaux: “Les Vieilles Vignes du Château Trotte Vieille” from Château Trotte Vieille has been made
in limited quantity since the 2004 vintage from a parcel of vines dating back 150 years and the
second is Château Belle Assise (Leve, 2013).
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3.2.3

Cabernet Franc in South Africa

While there are a few varietal wines made in South Africa today, the majority of Cabernet Franc
plantings are for use in blends. The main plantings in South Africa are in Stellenbosch and Paarl.
Typically ripening at the end of March, Cabernet Franc is susceptible to oidium and downy mildew
although relatively rot resistant. The three year trend as a percentage of total area under vine
showed a fractional decrease of 0.06% during the period of 2008‐2011 and in 2011, Cabernet Franc
was at 0.91% of total plantings in hectares. The 14th most planted grape cultivar, there are 2,706,272
vines planted to 910.36 hectares (van Zyl, 2012).

Three single variety Cabernet Franc wines achieved a five star rating in the 2013 Platter Guide which
lists fifty in their ratings summary (van Zyl, 2012).

3.3

Malbec

With declining plantings in France and little interest in the grape worldwide other than as a blending
partner, it is indeed Argentina that has breathed life back into Malbec. The grape has many of the
same shortcomings as Merlot (susceptible to frost, downy mildew, coulure and rot). April 17th is
Malbec World Day as per a decree in Argentina in 1853. One of Malbec’s most distinguishing
characteristics is intense dark colour (Varieties: Malbec and Torrentes: Malbec, 2011).

Malbec is thin‐skinned and needs more heat and sun than Merlot or Cabernet Sauvignon to fully
ripen. It ripens late mid‐season. While Malbec thrives in a variety of soil types and appears versatile
although the darkest most tannic examples generally come from limestone based soils (Dal Piaz,
2011).

3.3.1

The origin of Malbec

While people are far more likely to associate the grape Malbec with Argentina, it is actually a native
of south west France. Once heavily planted in the Loire and Bordeaux it is still the predominant
grape variety in wine from the Cahors region where AOC regulations mean it must comprise at least
70% of the blend (where it is most frequently blended with Tannat and Merlot). It is known as Côt
or Cot in much of south western France still today, the Libournais sometimes refer to it as Pressac
and in Cahors it is often called Auxerrois (perhaps suggesting origins in Burgundy). In the past,
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Malbec has been allowed as a planting in more than 30 departments across France simultaneously
(Robinson, 2006).

It has been suggested that Malbec once occupied 50% of the vineyards at Château Latour and more
than 60% of Château Cheval Blanc as well as the region of Saint Emilion (Catena, 2010). In his book,
The Story of Wine, Hugh Johnson mentions the domination of Malbec at the vineyards of First
Growth Château Lafite.

French Ampelographer Pierre Galet has documented over 1000 synonyms for Malbec. Plantings in
Bordeaux have been in steady decline since the phylloxera devastation of the 1880’s and the severe
1956 frost obliterated a majority of the remaining plantings. Malbec did not take well to being
planted on American rootstock resulting in higher vigour and yield while failing to mature early
enough. While resulting wines had good colour, they were far more tannic than their predecessors.
Today, Bordeaux plantings are sparse with growing areas central to the Cahors, Cotes de Bourg,
Blaye and Entre‐Deux‐Mers regions. (Brenneman, 2012)

Malbec arrived in Argentina in the 1850’s and took a shine to the sandy, loose soils in high altitude
region, Mendoza. These soils were more resistant to phylloxera and other pests and the grape
thrived. In Mendoza, the wine developed into a lively, richer, rounder, and infinitely more complex
wine hence the moniker Argentine Malbec as opposed to simply Malbec.

Plantings in California have increased from 250 hectares in 1995 to 2,830 hectares in 2005 yet while
there are single variety bottlings, the grape is still used most frequently for blending (Wikipedia:
Malbec, 2013).

Joint research by INRA Montpellier and the University of California at Davis in 2009 revealed that the
ancient grape “Magdeleine Noire des Charentes” was the mother of both Malbec and Merlot. The
father grape of Malbec is Cabernet Franc and for Merlot another long forgotten Gaillac grape
Prunelard (Stephens, 2011).

3.3.2

The relevance of Malbec in Bordeaux style blends

In Bordeaux itself, this is the least often used cultivar due in part to its scarcity. Historically, Malbec
was added for colour, spice, plum character and to “soften” the blend. Château Pichon Baron
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Longueville in Pauillac and Château Lafon Rochet in St.‐Estephe both average 2% Malbec in their
blends though this is highly vintage dependent (Parker, 1985). There are plantings of Malbec at
Château Cheval Blanc, Château Haut Bailly, Château L’Enclos and Château Gruaud Larose.

The variety is glossed over in many books on the subject of Bordeaux blends although New World
producers are starting to investigate Malbec’s potential on the heels of Argentina’s success.

3.3.3

Malbec in South Africa

While cultivated in Paarl and Stellenbosch from the 1920’s, Malbec was first bottled as a single
variety by Backsberg in the early 1990’s. (What’s new on the shelf: Marvellous Malbec, 2012)

Grown in very small quantities in South Africa, plantings have increased as a percentage of total area
from 0.44% to 0.45% between 2008 and 2011. The true story comes in looking at the plantings ten
years ago where less than 45 hectares existed. Malbec is the 19th most planted cultivar in South
Africa with a total of 1,267,196 vines on 454.07 hectares and the 9th most planted red grape. While
there are a few single variety wines (the 2013 Platter Guide lists 33), cultivation in South Africa is
mainly for use in Bordeaux‐style blends. The main plantings are in Stellenbosch, Malmesbury, and
Paarl. It should be noted the same Platter’s Guide only listed four single variety Malbec wines in
2001.

Paarl based wine farm, Fairview, has cultivated Malbec for use in single variety wines such as their La
Capra Malbec as well as blends. De Jager (2011) suggests that Malbec does best when planted in
cooler areas. He indicates that few South African Malbec wines are capable of top quality but the
grape is acknowledged as a valuable blending component.

According James (2011), “What Malbec contributes to such blends [South Africa Bordeaux style red
blends] is its deep colour, velvety softness and exuberant juicy fruitiness.”

One notable exception to using Malbec in a blend is Annex Kloof Wines in Malmesbury. After visiting
Argentina in 1991, Hugo Basson returned and planted Malbec . Today, five clones of Malbec are
grown, each he believes bringing something different to his final naturally fermented 100% Malbec.
(Basson, 2013) He further states:
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“I feel that Malbec is always the extra wheel on the wagon and it is only used to round off
a blend …. And by doing this – the real beauty with its natural fruit character is killed.”

3.4

Merlot

In older texts, Merlot is often referred to as “the other red grape” when it comes to Bordeaux. Many
writers have given more space and favourable reviews to Cabernet Sauvignon dominated wines.
Merlot was seen as a requirement to soften the rough and tough Cabernet Sauvignon with little
merit or characteristics of its own. (Clark & Rand, 2008)

Merlot thrives in damp, cool clay. It ripens early and if the soil is fertile enough, produces big yields
with good potential alcohol. Resulting wines can be well coloured, fleshy, juicy, and succulent. It is
however susceptible to spring frosts and with a thin skin less resistant to disease than Cabernet
Sauvignon and Petit Verdot (Parker, 1985).

As it buds, flowers, and ripens a week or more ahead of Cabernet Sauvignon it provides good
insurance viticulturally in marginal climates. Picking too late can result in dangerously low levels of
acidity. (Robinson, 2006)

In the Médoc, Merlot accounts for an average percentage of between 5% and 45% while in Graves, it
ranges from 20% to 40%. The wines of Château Palmer and Château Pichon Lalande tend towards
higher percentages of Merlot than other regional producers. Surprisingly, Château Coufran in the
Haut Medoc still has 85% of its vineyards planted to Merlot and Château Pibran in Pauillac 55%. On
the Right Bank, Merlot accounts for 25% to 60% of the blend on average while in Pomerol it
accounts for 35% to 98%. (Parker, 1985)

Credited with giving the Merlot based wines of Pomerol their structure is the unique crasse de fer –
an iron rich clay subsoil. With vines that average more than 40 years of age and 11.5 hectares
planted to 95% Merlot and 5% Cabernet Franc, Château Pétrus produces approximately 3000 cases
annually ‐ several vintages of which have been 100% Merlot. Their unique blue‐tinged clay topsoil
and gravelly underbelly lay over the crasse de fer serving as both a source of water and as a
permeable layer when it rains. This property spares no expense in producing the best possible wine
each vintage: in 1987 a helicopter was hired to hover over the vineyards to counteract the effects of
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rain at harvest time with the down draft drying out the vineyards below. In 1992, vast tracks of
plastic sheeting were laid over the ground to prevent the rain from penetrating the soil.

Merlot‐centric Petrus, Le Pin and Lafleur often command prices in excess of US$1000 per bottle, well
ahead of the First Growths on the Left Bank. Here the Merlot ripens early and produces wines with
tremendous opulence and seductive richness where texture, as in velvety, often describes the wine
more than fruit character, as in plummy. (Leve, 2013)

Merlot was also the basis for St.‐Emilion’s vin de garage phenomenon – the small scale production
of wine that one could envisage being produced in a garage. Valandraud, La Gomerie, Le Dome and
La Mondotte are good examples. Tiny vineyards, exceptionally low yields and experimental viti and
vinicultural practices (such as individual berry selection, biodynamic production and 150% or more
new oak) have seen some join the mainstream and left many lingering questions as to longevity.

Susceptible to problems of green‐ness, much research is ongoing worldwide into the best terroir for
planting Merlot. Even in warmer regions such as Australia, it does not always ripen optimally.
Canopy management techniques, clonal selection, rootstock choices and optimal harvesting to
ensure grapes are neither green nor over‐ripe are just a few of the areas of current investigation.
International wine consultant, winemaker and “Merlot guru”, Michel Rolland, aims for lush, ripe fruit
and believes the key for improving Merlot quality is in reducing the yield. (Clark & Rand, 2008)

An American demand drove many plantings based in part on a television program which aired in the
early 1990’s suggesting one of the reasons for the French Paradox (why the French eat large
amounts of fat and have a lower rate of heart disease or obesity) might be consumption in
moderation of red wine. This quadrupled US consumption of red wine within a year. It was not the
hearty, tannic, acidic Cabernet Sauvignon driven wines the majority of consumers sought – easy
drinking, softer and milder red wine was their preference and Merlot fit that profile. (Clark & Rand,
2008)

There are many synonyms for Merlot including: Merlot Noir (to avoid confusion with Merlot Blanc –
a crossing of Merlot with Folle Blanche), Merlau, Merlau rouge, Picard, Langon, Crabutet noir, Plant
Medoc, Alicante (Podensac), Seme dou flube (Graves), Seme de la Canau (Portes), Semilhoun rouge
(Medoc), Bordeleze belcha (Basque country), and in Hungary, Medoc noir.
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When Merlot cuttings first left Bordeaux for Chile, it was not obvious that Carmenere came along
with it. An increasing proportion of the vines thought to be Merlot planted in Chile in South America
are being identified as the old Bordeaux variety Carmenère (Clark, 2012). This is not the only place
where vines have been confused; there is a belief that plantings in Australia and Austria are not
Merlot but rather Cabernet Franc.

As a very general rule, Merlot driven wines will mature faster than those that are Cabernet
Sauvignon led.

Robinson (2008), perhaps summed it up best, “If ever there were a red answer to Chardonnay,
Merlot is it. At its best it can be a miraculous, long‐living essence of minerality like Château Petrus.
At its worst, it is simply red and undemanding.” (Robinson, 2008)

3.4.1

The origin of Merlot

The name Merlot is said in some circles to be a derivation of merle, the French word for blackbird as
they love the sweet fruit. Others believe it was named after the bird given the blue black shine of the
berry.

While many sources state Merlot is native to Bordeaux, no mention of it is made in the literature of
the region until the 1780’s.

Earliest mentions of Merlot as a grape variety appear to be a text in 1784 by Faurveau, a local official
who names it as one of the best vines in the Libournais region. At approximately the same time it
was noted in the Medoc, it was also documented in Italy and by 1855 recorded in the Veneto as
Bordò. Between 1905 and 1910 Merlot reached the Swiss canton of Ticino from Bordeaux. (Clark &
Rand, 2008)

International research into the parentage of Merlot has recently revealed that Merlot is a result of
crossing Cabernet Franc with Magdeleine Noire de Charentes. Magdeleine Noire de Charentes was
first found in north west France (Brittany) and documented to exist there between 1460 and 1477
although there are presently no plantings there. More recently found plantings in the Charente
region had names with a reference to Madeleine, an obscure reference to Sainte Madeleine’s Day
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which falls on the 22 July as it was known these varieties could ripen by that date. (Boursiquot, et al.,
2009).

The most widely planted grape in France, Merlot is being hailed in plenty of other regions including
Provence, the Languedoc, the Ardeche, the Charente, the Loire, Savoie and Vienne. In Italy, an
increasing amount of Sangiovese is being blended with Merlot and plantings are increasing in
Tuscany’s warmer Maremma. Merlot has recently been granted experimental status in Rioja, Spain.
The availability of new clones is seeing increased plantings in Australia. New Zealand plantings have
increased dramatically too. (Clark & Rand, 2008)

Despite being talked about in a derogatory fashion in 2004 in the popular novel by Rex Pickett and
subsequent movie of the same name, Sideways, Merlot has continued to remain popular as a variety
and blending partner.
3.4.2

The relevance of Merlot in Bordeaux style blends

Traditionally, Merlot adds softness and body to Bordeaux style blends. Some winemakers say the
addition of Cabernet Sauvignon to Merlot helps to add structure to the Rubenesque roundness of
the latter. While every winemaker has a formula for success in terms of plantings and blends, Parker
(1985), wrote:

“The Merlot is popular because, when blended with the tannic tough, deeply
coloured Cabernet Sauvignon, it offers softness, flesh, and suppleness to balance out
the rougher texture of the Cabernet Sauvignon. If a château uses a high percentage
of Cabernet Sauvignon in its blend, in all likelihood the wine will be densely
coloured, big, full‐bodied, tannic and very age worthy. On the other hand, if a high
percentage of Merlot is used in the blend, then in most cases suppleness and
precocious charm are the preferred personality traits.”

Jancis Robinson has characterised Merlot as “Cabernet without the pain.” Winemakers have said
that Merlot “brings the fruit forward” or “softens the tannins” or “lends velvety texture” to a blend.
3.4.3

Merlot in South Africa

De Klerk (2007) noted that in 1979, South Africa had just one hectare of Merlot planted. The 1986
Platter Guide lists just two single variety Merlots – Overgaauw and Boplaas. Merlot is described as:
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“several young vineyards are in production, but hitherto uncultivated except
experimentally. In France, this soft but rich and fragrant variety provides the key to
the Cabernet blends of Bordeaux and vintners are hopeful that in time it will replace
Cinsaut in South Africa as a companion to Cabernet. This country's reds will achieve
improved quality and distinction when Merlot is in greater supply.’ (John Platter
Wine Guide, 1986)
In 2002, a tasting was held of South African Merlot commemorating the 20th anniversary of the first
commercial bottling of the variety as a single cultivar. Wine (2002) quoted Dave Hughes, “I’ll say
what I said last year, Merlot is a blending grape, and was never meant to stand on its own,
particularly here in the Cape. And there are virtually no Merlot specialists for this reason.”

Today, there are many single variety examples. The 2013 Platter guide lists more than 200 single
variety Merlot wines. Plantings are concentrated in Stellenbosch, Paarl and Malmesbury. In 2008,
Merlot made up 6.53% of total vineyard area and in 2011, 6.38%. Merlot is the third most planted
red grape variety in South Africa now edging out Pinotage and is the 8th most planted grape variety
overall. (WineLand Publications, 2012)

3.5

Petit Verdot

Very late ripening characteristics have labelled this grape variety as being “difficult”. Thick skinned
Petit Verdot provides intense colour, higher residual sugar levels and therefore higher potential
alcohol when it ripens fully, and gripping tannins. When harvested below optimum ripeness, it can
result in an acidic, sharp and decidedly nasty character. (Yorkville Cellars, 2009)

The literal French translation of the name is small green. This is possibly a reference to the green,
small, seedless berries that form when weather conditions at flowering are poor.

Synonyms include: Bonton Blanc, Bouton, Carmelin, Heran, Lambrusquet noir, Petit Verdau, Petit
Verdot Noir, Plant de Palus, Verdau, Verdot, Verdot Petit, Verdot Rouge
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3.5.1

The origin of Petit Verdot

Much debate surrounds the origins of Petit Verdot. Some sources state the variety was brought to
Bordeaux by the Romans as they moved inland.

Margaux as an appellation has soils which result in lighter wines, here the value of Petit Verdot is its
ability to add colour and tannin. Thirty percent of the vineyards at Châteaux Margaux were planted
to Petit Verdot in the 19th century although today the estate rarely exceeds 10% in the blend. The
decline is attributed to the difficulty in getting the grapes to ripen fully. Winemaker Paul Pontallier
believes its scent is phenomenal but that it lacks elegance. He believes in its youth it can show notes
of banana that evolve to deep violet with maturity. (Clark & Rand, 2008)

In 1988, plantings in France were reduced to just over 300 hectares and in 2000, reached 400
hectares. Today, the largest plantings outside of France are found in Australia where the longer
growing season and warmer climate allows the grape to ripen optimally. Other regions of the New
World such as California and Chile grow Petit Verdot primarily for use in blends. (Robinson, 2006)

Some experts suggest that with global warming, Petit Verdot may gain vineyard space as it maintains
its freshness and acidity even in full sun and heat. (Clarke, 2012)
What we know unequivocally is that there is no record of a 100% Petit Verdot in Bordeaux but that
more new world countries are experimenting with it as a single variety wine.

3.5.2

The relevance of Petit Verdot in Bordeaux style blends

Petit Verdot has been a staple of the Bordeaux blend for two primary reasons. Firstly, the incredible
aromatic characteristics often showing concentrated violets and spice and secondly, for contributing
a deep‐purple‐hued black colour. Small portions in a blend can add structure, exotic aromas and
flavours and positively impact colour while it is often too tannic and tart as a single variety wine.
Where there is a longer, cooler growing season and the berries reach phenolic ripeness, there is an
increase in the aromatic complexity. (Yorkville Cellars, 2009)

It has also been noted that Petit Verdot can raise the acidity of other wines. (Clarke, 2012)

Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa
Debi van Flymen

39

3.5.3

Petit Verdot in South Africa

Teubes and Wiese (2003) noted:

“The use of Petit Verdot in South Africa is likely to be entirely different than in
France. It is unlikely that a significant number of cultivar wines will be produced.
Petit Verdot is able to produce dark, well‐structured wines with intense fruit in
regions with high February temperatures, even better than Cabernet Sauvignon. For
this reason the use of Petit Verdot in blends is probably the cultivar's biggest appeal.
Whether the intense flavour might be too overbearing in blends only time will tell.”

They went on to note two available clones and just two single variety producers in the article.
(Teubes & Wiese, 2003)

The 2013 Platter Guide lists 26 single variety Petit Verdot. Today, the concentration of plantings is in
Paarl, Stellenbosch and Worcester with plantings on the rise from 0.63% of total vineyard area in
2008 to 0.67% in 2011 more than double the vineyard area of 2003. Petit Verdot is South Africa’s
17th most planted grape variety and is the 9th most planted red grape variety in terms of the number
of vines. (WineLand Publications, 2012)

In South Africa, to be labelled a single variety wine, the wine must have at least 85% of the specified
variety. That leaves 15% to the winemaker’s discretion which does not have to be revealed on the
label or in marketing literature. Respected wine journalist and Chairman of the judges at the Old
Mutual Trophy Wine Show, Michael Fridjhon, recently wrote:

“… I then looked at the composition of the top Cabernet (the legal requirement to describe a
wine as a single cultivar is that it must contain 85% of the specified variety) and discovered
that the Stark‐Condé 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon contained 7% Petit Verdot. The best
Bordeaux blend — in this case the MM Louw 2011 from Diemersdal — has 4% Petit Verdot.
The Eikendal Charisma 2011, which won the trophy for best Shiraz‐based blend (hardly the
sort of place you would go looking for a virtually unknown Bordeaux‐style variety) contains
7% Petit Verdot. The trophy winner for the best red wine overall, the Delaire‐Graff
Botmaskop 2010, includes 7% Petit Verdot among its virtual fruit salad of red cultivars.”
(Fridjhon, 2013)
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He noted that even the single variety KWV Mentor’s Petit Verdot 2011 won a trophy and raised
questions about what exactly Petit Verdot brings to a blend and whether it would still have the same
traits in the absence of the component.

3.6

Other Bordeaux red wine grape varieties

There is a sixth red grape lurking in some Bordeaux blends. Carmenere, an ancient grape likely
planted by the Romans on their arrival in Bordeaux, virtually disappeared from Bordeaux itself
following the Phylloxera epidemic of the 1880’s. In fact, until 1994, it was thought to be extinct.
Today it is known as Chile’s signature grape after confusion that saw it planted and cultivated from
the late 1800’s under the assumption it was Merlot. (Plass, 2010)

Research has shown that Carmenere, which has also been confused with Cabernet Sauvignon and
Cabernet Franc is in fact the crossing of Cabernet Franc and a grape no longer cultivated called Gros
Cabernet. (Robinson, Harding, & Vouillamoz, Wine Grapes: A complete guide to 1368 vine varieties
including their origins and flavours, 2012)

One school of thought is that Carmenere (also known as Grand Vidure and Biturica) was one of the
most widely planted grapes in the Medoc before the 1800’s. Its affinity for blending with Cabernet
Franc is well documented and Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot really only gained notoriety in the
region in the 1800’s raising the question as to what was in a Bordeaux blend prior to that point.
(Veseth, 2011)

With the spread of Carmenere’s success in Chile, vines have now been re‐established in Bordeaux as
well as other regions. Château Brane Cantenac used Carmenere in their Grand Vin in 2011 for the
first time in modern history. Owner, Henri Lurton attributes this to the changing climate and feels it
can now ripen fully. (D'Vari, 2012)

Northern Italy has seen the variety not only allowed but recommended in the DOC Friuli Latisana.
(Wine‐Searcher, 2013)

As of the 30 November 2011, South Africa has only 3.6 hectares of Carmenere planted ranking it the
66th most planted variety in terms of hectare coverage. There is only one clone utilised in South
Africa. (WineLand Publications, 2012)
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There is no documented wine in South Africa or elsewhere made from the five allowed varieties plus
Carmenere – in other words, a six way blend.

In 2009, adventurous Bordeaux winemakers persuaded the French authorities to allow for
experimental plantings of previously illegal grapes for a period of eight years. Potentially a nod to
global winemaking, this will include five harvests, production and some test marketing. Red grapes
permitted in this experimentation include Syrah and Zinfandel (Kolpan et al, 2010). This
experimentation definitely looks towards the late ripening grape varieties because of the better
sugar‐acid balance. In warm years, grapes can ripen particularly early – failing to develop the acidity
critical to making quality wine.

3.7

The relationship between the Bordeaux Grapes

While some of the lineage is unknown, the following diagram illustrated the relationship between
the allowed red grape varieties in a Bordeaux blend. Note that Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and
Carmenere are all descendants of Cabernet Franc. While the origins of Petit Verdot are not yet fully
known and documented, it is known to pre‐date Cabernet Sauvignon.

Figure 1: Relationship between Bordeaux grape varieties
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4. BORDEAUX STYLE BLEND RED WINES IN SOUTH AFRICA
4.1

Bordeaux style blends in South Africa as a category

There is no formal category called “Bordeaux Style Blends” in South Africa. The term is used for
describing classes of entry in competitions.

Bordeaux style red blends are often included in the category of red blends. Where a wine could be
categorised in more than one way, it is the choice of the producer as to how to position the product
with respect to how it is submitted to SAWIS, how it is entered in a competition and ultimately, how
it is positioned to the consumer.

Measuring the category is a challenge as SAWIS does not keep statistics on Bordeaux style blends,
only on individual varieties and red blends as a category in general. Given that some wines labelled a
particular single cultivar may indeed qualify for this category too makes it even more difficult to truly
measure the Bordeaux style blends being produced in South Africa today.

It is clear that the category has grown in terms of the number of people making blends in South
Africa today. This can be seen in terms of industry publications and local competitions. Competitions
themselves can be misleading as the results simply reflect the entries to the competition and not
every Bordeaux style blend producer will submit his or her wine for judging. Furthermore, many of
the competitions have only a single category of red blends.

An exception to this is the Old Mutual Trophy Wine Show, chaired by Michael Fridjhon. He believes
that Bordeaux style blends need to be judged independently of other blends as they:

“have an austerity and purity about them. We discovered early on that even the tiniest drop
of (for example) Shiraz dramatically alters the taste profile, adding a fruit sweetness which is
out of kilter with the style. Of course, this effect can partly be achieved with vinification
strategies, but rather than confusing the issue, we've made the 100% use of Bordeaux
cultivars a pre‐requisite.”
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As there is no consistency in the definition of the category, competitions can be confusing. The table
below shows the variances in the major competitions:

Table 2: Competition class variations for Bordeaux style red wine blends

Competition
Veritas

The Michelangelo
International Wine
Awards of South Africa

Established

Class and Definition

1990

Class L59 Red blend – Bordeaux blend
(must include a minimum 3 of the following cultivars namely Cab Sauv,
Cab Franc, Merlot,
Petit Verdot or Malbec) Max RS 5g/l
Class 27: Dry red blends with more than 85% of any one of the
following: Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc
A Barrel fermented and/or barrel matured, current vintage 2013
B Barrel fermented and/or barrel matured, 2012 and older
C Unwooded, any vintage.

1997

Class 28: Red blends other than Classes 25, 26 and 27 (Includes entries
for the French Style Red Blend Trophy/Bordeaux Blends)
A Barrel fermented and/or barrel matured, current vintage 2013
B Barrel fermented and/or barrel matured, 2012 and older*
C Unwooded, any vintage.
(*Class 25 is Cape blends with 30% or more Pinotage and Class 26 is Cape
blends with 30% or more Shiraz)

The Old Mutual Trophy
Show

2002

Class 17: Dry red blend made (only) from two or more of the following
varieties: Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Malbec, Merlot and
Petit Verdot

Sources: Adapted from (Veritas Awards, 2013), (Michelangelo Awards, 2013), and (Old Mutual Trophy Wine Show, 2013)

Data from van Zyl (2013), Table 8 shows the increase relative to the total number of wines submitted
for inclusion in the between 2002 and 2013:

Table 3: 2013 vs. 2002 Platter guide entries for South African wines ‐ Bordeaux grape varieties and the category of
Bordeaux style blend

2002

Cabernet Franc
Cabernet Sauvignon
Malbec
Merlot
Petit Verdot
Cape 'Bordeaux'

Number of
Entries
11
348
4
232
2
182

2002
Percentage
of Total
Wines
0.29%
9.30%
0.11%
6.20%
0.05%
4.86%

2013
Number of
Entries
50
581
33
403
26
441

2013
Percentage
of Total
Wines
0.68%
7.92%
0.45%
5.49%
0.35%
6.01%

(Source: synthesized from greater information supplied by van Zyl (van Zyl P. , 2013) – refer Appendix G page 92)
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In 2002, Bordeaux style blends accounted for 4.86% of the total 3742 wines included in the
publication while in 2013, the same category accounted for 6.01% illustrating an increase of 1.15%.

South Africa has been in the cross‐hairs of international journalists’ scopes recently; attention that is
opening export markets, fueling interest in South African wines and shining a spotlight on selected
producers. As a category, Bordeaux style blends are among the consistently regarded top
performers. Martin (2011) undertook the most comprehensive rating of South African wines to date
(Martin, 2011). The top scoring Bordeaux style blends from his detailed report are listed in Table 9.

Table 4: Top scoring South African Bordeaux style blend producers as rated by Neal Martin of Wine Advocate and
eRobertParker
(Source: synthesised from Martin’s full report as referenced)

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Producer
Mvemve Raats
Mvemve Raats
Glenelly
Morgenster
Vilafonte
Glenelly
Morgenster
Morgenster
Mvemve Raats
Thelema
Vilafonte
La Motte
Meerlust
Morgenster
Spier
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de Compostella
de Compostella
Lady May
Morgenster
Series C
Lady May
Morgenster
Morgenster
de Compostella
Rabelais
Series C
Millenium
Rubicon
Lourens River Valley
Frans K Smit

Vintage
2009
2008
2009
2006
2009
2008
2005
2003
2007
2007
2008
2008
2008
2005
2006

Score
96
96
94
94
94
93
93
93
93
93
93
92
92
92
92
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4.1.1

Variety of wine drinking styles, price points and production volume

The category of Bordeaux style blends encompasses many different drinking styles from those that
are fruit forward and approachable in their youth to those requiring some cellaring before optimum
drinking. The cepage or blend has an impact on the style of wine as does the vinification process.
Varying oaking regimes also play a role in the style of the wine and its ultimate drinking window.
There are wines in this category produced in limited quantity and others on a vastly more
commercial scale. Pricing fluctuates across the board.

Table 10 illustrates these variances and raises some interesting points which can all be expanded
upon in future research:
•

The majority of the Bordeaux style blends listed are Cabernet Sauvignon dominant

•

There may be a correlation between the number of bottles produced and the retail prices of
the wines (the less wine produced the higher the price)

•

Retail pricing may

Table 5: South African Bordeaux style blends ‐ variances among price points, production volume and blend
(Source: compiled from producer farms)

Producer

Wine

Approximate
Production
of 750ml
bottles
6,000
6,500

R
R

750.00
175.50

Bordeaux style blend
51% Cabernet Franc
40% Cabernet Sauvignon
9% Merlot

Retail Price

Blend

Anthonij Rupert
Chamonix

Anthonij Rupert Blend 2007
Troika 2010

De Toren

Z 2010

27,600

R

227.00

55% Merlot
15% Cabernet Sauvignon
14% Cabernet Franc
12% Malbec
4% Petit Verdot

De Toren
De Toren

Book XVII 2011
Fusion V 2010

1,192
38,400

R 1,800.00
R 330.00

Bordeaux style blend
57% Cabernet Sauvignon
14% Merlot
13% Malbec
11% Cabernet Franc
5% Petit Verdot

Ernie Els

Signature 2010

3,100

R

60% cabernet Sauvignon
25% Merlot
5% Petit Verdot
5% Malbec
5% Cabernet Franc
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Producer

Wine

Approximate
Production
of 750ml
bottles
6,684

R

190.00

28% Cabernet Franc
25% Cabernet Sauvignon
20% Merlot
20% Malbec
7% Petit Verdot
90% Cabernet Sauvignon
10% Petit Verdot
86% Cabernet Sauvignon
9% Merlot
5% Malbec

Retail Price

Blend

Gabrielskloof

Five Arches 2009

Glenelly

Lady May 2010

24,000

R

280.00

Hartenberg

The Mackenzie Bordeaux Blend
2007

6,000

R

350.00

Haskell

Haskell IV 2008

1,500

R

400.00

73% Cabernet Sauvignon
15% Merlot
7% Petit Verdot
5% Cabernet Franc

Kanonkop

Paul Sauer 2010

42,000

R

405.00

70% Cabernet Sauvignon
15% Cabernet Franc
15% Merlot

Leopard's Leap

Classic Cabernet Sauvignon
Merlot 2011

230,000

R

42.00

66% Cabernet Sauvignon
32% Merlot

Leopard's Leap

Culinaria Grand Vin 2010
Estate Wine

4,000

R

89.00

43% Merlot
24% Cabernet Sauvignon
21% Cabernet Franc
12% Petit Verdot

Meerlust

Rubicon 2008

60,000

R

300.00

71% Cabernet Sauvignon
19% Merlot
9% Cabernet Franc
1% Petit Verdot

Mulderbosch

Faithful Hound 2011

34,746

R

115.00

45% Cabernet Franc
29% Cabernet Sauvignon
18% Merlot
4% Malbec
4% Petit Verdot

Mvemve Raats

De Compostella 2011

4,500

R

735.00

52% Cabernet Sauvignon
20% Malbec
13% Cabernet Sauvignon
9% Merlot
6% Petit Verdot

Raats Family Wines

Red Jasper 2011

10,000

R

145.00

56% Cabernet Franc
27% Malbec
11% Cabernet Sauvignon
6% Petit Verdot

Raka

Quinary 2008

90,000

R

95.00

37% Cabernet Sauvignon
32% Merlot
19% Cabernet Franc
7% Petit Verdot
5% Malbec

Rupert &
Rothschild

Baron Edmund 2010

30,000

R

299.00

45% Cabernet Sauvignon
35% Merlot
20% cabernet Franc

Rupert &
Rothschild

Classique 2011

100,000

R

115.00

60% Merlot
40% Cabernet Sauvignon
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Producer

Wine

Approximate
Production
of 750ml
bottles
115,000

R

150.00

55% Cabernet Sauvignon
37% Merlot
4% Petit Verdot
2% Malbec
2% cabernet Franc

Retail Price

Blend

Rustenberg

John X Merriman 2011

Vergelegen

Red G.V.B. 2007

6,000

R

350.00

88% Cabernet Sauvignon
10% Merlot
2% Cabernet Franc

Vilafonte

Series C 2010

12,000

R

475.00

75% Cabernet Sauvignon
10% Merlot
10% cabernet Franc
5% Malbec

Vilafonte

Series M 2010

17,000

R

375.00

49% Merlot
30% Malbec
21% Cabernet Sauvignon

Warwick

Trilogy 2009

42,000

R

279.00

60% Cabernet Sauvignon
29% Cabernet Franc
11% Merlot

Notes on table above:
•
Information gained from telephonic enquiries of each farm above
•
Many farms provided estimate of production as opposed to specific number
•
Several winemakers noted accuracy of production volume to be within 5%

4.2

Viticulture

One unanimous point of agreement among winemakers surveyed over the last three years was the
availability of better, healthier clonal material since the late 1990’s.

Compared to Bordeaux, South Africa has a hotter and shorter growing season with much warmer
winters. Global warming and climate change are having a detrimental effect on this already
compressed cycle. Stellenbosch winemaker, Bruwer Raats, notes that “temperatures keep going up
and Stellenbosch is becoming an oven.” He warns winemakers to “think twice before saying no
irrigation because irrigation can keep soil temperatures down and help retain acidity.” (Raats, 2013)

Much has been written about lower yields resulting in better quality wine. The relationship between
vine density and yield and the resulting impact on quality is the subject of intense research and
debate globally.
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Density of vine plantings has a direct result on yield; the more plantings per hectare, the higher the
yield per hectare. Before modern viticultural practices, such as irrigation, the density of plantings
was in part to keep vineyards healthy and compensate for inevitable losses.
Average spacing in Bordeaux is 1m x 1m. Spacing in France is based on low vigour soils; because the
vines never get very big, planting more densely is the most economic use of vineyard space (Ross,
2002).

Bruno Prats formerly of Chateau Cos D’Estournel describes the relationship in Bordeaux:

“In the Medoc, most of the classified growths have a density between 8,000 to 10,000
vines/hectare. In the rest of the Medoc, 6,500 vines/hectare is the rule. In the regional
Bordeaux area it is about 4,000 vines/hectare. The soil is richer in the lesser class Chateaux,
therefore the vines are more vigorous which calls for a lower density planting. Higher
density works when the vines are very low in vigour. The close spacing forces a competition
between the neighbouring row.”

Simply assessing plantings can be misleading as not every vine may be active. Greater accuracy is
achieved when measuring the yield/vine when discussing quality as the lower yield/vine can be
interpreted as each vine being better equipped to fully ripen a smaller crop load. In this scenario, as
the vines/hectare increases the yield/hectare goes up along with quality. (Ross, 2002)

Density is a focus of several South African winemakers including Nic van Aarde at Warwick Estate in
Stellenbosch (van Aarde, 2013). He states:

“We are using narrower plantings to stress the vigour of the vine and get less dense
canopies. We’ve moved to about 4500 vines per hectare compared to the previous 3000
vines per hectare and seem to be getting less vegetativeness on these high density wines.”

There are many factors that come in to play beyond the vine density; grape variety, clonal selection,
rootstock, climate, soil, aspect and irrigation and fertilisation must come into play as components of
a larger picture. Best practices may vary depending on the interplay of factors and there are short
term solutions for excessive vigour and canopy growth that include tipping, shoot positioning,
suckering and leaf removal. (van Schalkwyk, 2010)

Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa
Debi van Flymen

49

At De Toren, in the Polkadraai Hills of Stellenbosch, winemaker Charles Williams is doing his Master’s
thesis on lateral shoot removal. This practice may improve sunlight penetration and reduce the
instance of mildew and rot leading to more uniform fruit maturation. This research is on‐going in the
De Toren vineyards and will form part of their canopy management regime. (Den Dulk, Manuel,
Koch, & Williams, 2013)

Many winemakers are picking riper, above 25 degrees balling, in order to avoid pyrazines. Roediger
(2006) discussed the Glories method of determining phenolic ripeness by measuring anthocyanin
concentration. He noted that:

“The Glories method has also has been found to be an excellent tool to assess the quality of
a vintage by comparing the relative concentrations of anthocyanins in the same vineyard
each year.”

Today, a number of viticulturists and winemakers in the Cape rely on this method to eliminate the
harsh green notes from their wines tasting profile.

Not all winemakers agree with such late harvesting believing that the resulting elevated sugar levels
results in wine with much higher potential alcohol and ultimately a lack of freshness in the final
wine. Raats believes there is a balance that needs to be achieved. He notes that harvesting early may
lead to wine that is too acidic while picking at a higher balling may result in wines that lack
freshness. He is looking towards compressing the cycle: pruning earlier, forcing the vine to bud
earlier and being able to harvest earlier as a result. This would lower the potential alcohol and yield
a wine with balance and freshness. (Raats, 2013)

Some winemakers are experimenting with increasing use of Malbec and Petit Verdot and to a lesser
degree Cabernet Franc. Sensory blending exercises are the single biggest measure of the success of
these cultivars sometimes considered “less important” than Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot.

Den Dulk (2013) believes in optimising terroir. He has undertaken extensive soil analysis, carefully
chosen root stock and has 25 clones of Bordeaux style varieties growing. With over thirteen years of
historical data he feels De Toren have some of the Cape’s best pockets of Merlot. Accurate and
detailed record keeping plus a willingness to engage in ongoing university research underpin their
approach to Bordeaux style blends.
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Experimental laser technology is also being employed to allow for berry sorting by size (eliminating
those that are too small or too large), colour, and physical deformity such as those that are pecked
by birds. (Nel, 2012)

4.3

Viniculture

One consequence of picking grapes at 25 degrees balling and up is the higher potential alcohols that
result. There is also the risk of resulting wines requiring more cellar intervention if the grapes have
had excessive hang time and are over‐ripe. Winemakers interviewed generally agree that the best
wines are made in the vineyards and those that are simply shepherded through the cellar into the
bottle with the least amount of intervention.

Alcohol levels stated on bottles are not always accurate. It should be noted that in South Africa and
in Bordeaux as well as many other regions there is a leeway of between 0.1% and 0.5% in the
percentage stated on a bottle, meaning that a wine may be slightly less or slightly more alcoholic
than stated. While some look towards climate change and global warming in particular as one culprit
of rising alcohol levels some studies now show that these levels may simply be a by‐product of the
perception by winemakers that consumers want wines with more intense fruit flavour and perceived
ripeness. (Alston, Fuller, Lapsley, Soleas, & Tumber, 2011)

Yeast supplier Lallemand believes working with grapes that are harvested at high balling require
some special vinification consideration, namely:
• Choice of best yeast and nutrients,
• Avoiding sulphur compounds
• Preventing bacterial spoilage in high‐pH musts
(Franson, 2006)
When it comes to higher potential alcohol there are two clear schools of thought ‐ prevention in the
vineyards and correction in the winery. Wine consultant Bruno Prats, formerly of Cos d’Estournel in
Bordeaux, has interests in South Africa and has long been an outspoken proponent of phenolic
ripeness. He was quoted in Decanter magazine thus “I would prefer really ripe grapes and then to
remove sugar. Sugar isn't essential; ripeness of polyphenols and intensity of aromatics are.” (Simon,
2008)
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Simon (2008) mentions a number of techniques employed to reduce the potential alcohol levels:
•

Night or very early morning harvesting – grapes have more moisture at these times and the
dew can help reduce sugar levels

•

Picking slightly earlier – if picking started at optimum ripeness, a portion of the crop would
come in over ripe so begin to harvest slightly earlier can balance out the sugar levels

•

Experimentation with various strains of yeasts less efficient at converting sugars into alcohol
without unwanted by products

•

The use of open top fermenters which allow for a certain amount of alcohol to be driven off

•

Reverse osmosis – the use of cross flow filtration techniques to remove alcohol from the
final wine

•

Spinning cone – removes alcohol from the wine using centrifugal force and vacuum
techniques

While it is legal in some regions worldwide to add water to the must to reduce alcohol, the practice
is not frequently spoken of and frowned upon by most premium wine makers. (Simon, 2008)

Peens (2013) observes constant and regular demand for current and older vintages of Bordeaux
wines but does not see the same demand for South African Bordeaux style blends. When it comes to
South African Bordeaux style blends, he believes that while technology and better oak
understanding have improved the local offering, the current trend towards natural wine making has
thus far eluded some producers.

“Utilising more natural winemaking is certainly a trend in all wines in SA. But Bordeaux
blends locally are still made in a more textbook style way that is taught at university. The
adjustment of acidity is regarded as highly important to old school winemakers while the
new school believes you can achieve freshness without adding acid. I have no doubt many
top Bordeaux blends in the Cape use reverse osmosis to reduce alcohol and increase
concentration. This has only happened in the last decade.”

Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa
Debi van Flymen

52

4.4

Maturation

There is plenty of experimentation being undertaken when it comes to oaking regimes including:
•

Variety of coopers

•

Origin of barrels

•

Size of barrels

•

Toast levels of barrels

•

Length of time wine spends in barrel

Traditionally, Cape Bordeaux style blends in the premium tier have spent a minimum of 24 months in
oak. Some are now looking at 18 months as an optimum. Less toasty barrels are being sought in an
effort to reduce complex flavour extraction and preserve the fruit character and structure of the
wine. Fridjhon (2013) noted that when it comes to Bordeaux style blends in South African
competitions recently he sees “less dependence on new wood”.

Some Cape winemakers believe there is no reason to experiment. Meerlust Rubicon has been
produced the same way since the first vintage in 1980. After vinifying every parcel individually and
maturing the components in 300 litre French barrels, meticulous blending is done and the blend
returned to barrel for a further year. Once bottled, the bottles mature for two years prior to release
to the market. (Meerlust, 2013)

A new trend in maturation is the use of 200% or more new oak. One example in South Africa is De
Toren’s Book XVII. The wine is matured in 100% new oak barrels and then racked into a second set
of 100% new oak barrels. (Den Dulk, Manuel, Koch, & Williams, 2013)

4.5

Marketing

Research on consumer habits and patterns is well beyond the scope of this research paper. Wine
producers are always looking for ways to differentiate their offerings and appeal consumers. Labels,
packaging, colours, wine names, back label descriptions and price points all play a role in the
consumer decision making process. Consumers are faced with a complex array of wines at liquor
stores and supermarkets.
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Adams (2013) reported that customers do not come into their liquor stores looking for South African
Bordeaux style blends in particular. If they do not have a specific named wine they are requesting,
the customer generally refers to what they are looking for as a red blend.

Consumers are seeking wines ready for drinking at the time of purchase and 70% to 90% of these
wines are consumed within 24 hours (Hall & Mitchell, 2008). Whether this is driven by financial
constraints, limitations of storage space or simply impulsive is the subject of ongoing research and
beyond the scope of this paper. The reality highlights a dilemma for winemakers who seek to
differentiate their product on grocery shelves and at specialty liquor stores where consumers may
encounter their product for the first time.

The idea that a wine sells itself is outdated. Wine producers need to actively work on engaging
consumers to know about the wine in order for the consumer to seek the wine out. (Hall & Mitchell,
2008)

Packaging is definitely a point of differentiation including bottle choice, label, wrapping of the wine
in tissue, wooden crates and other accoutrements. (Ratcliffe, 2013)

Wine producers have diverging opinions on whether to place stickers on their wines that have been
involved in various competitions or received recognition. Some feel this cheapens their product and
panders to the egos of the competitions while others feel it is a genuine effort to communicate with
the consumer and let them know the wine has been thus recognised.

Adams believes there is no substitute for brand recognition and an established track record.
Customers frequently ask for what they know and like and may have firm favourites based on
consistency in the marketplace. (Adams, 2013)

There is at present no body in South Africa uniting producers of Bordeaux style blends in an umbrella
fashion where marketing can be leveraged for the category as a whole.
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5. CHALLENGES FACING BORDEAUX STYLE RED WINES IN
SOUTH AFRICA
Producer confidence appears to be a factor in positioning of South African wines on the
International stage. South African wines have been seen as value options across the globe, many
placed on supermarket shelves next to easy‐drinking examples from the rest of the new world.

A number of winemakers reported that South African Bordeaux style blends were not seen as strong
performers globally in the category of Bordeaux style blends at the entry or mid‐tier level but that
at the premium tier producers in South Africa measured well and offered better value for money.

Positioning a wine at R150‐R250, approximately €20 mark overseas, is vastly below the price point
of equivalent quality wines from other areas. This begs the question as to whether South African
producers lack the confidence to price their wines in the same tier as International counterparts.
(Ratcliffe, 2013)

Research for this paper did not yield any obvious evidence of cohesive marketing by industry bodies
to specifically focus on positioning top tier wines on a global stage at similar price points to
international competitors nor to undertake tastings showcasing the upper echelon of South African
wines in comparison to them.

Currency volatility is a complex challenge and double edged sword for the wine industry in general.
When the value of the South African rand is lower, export opportunities flourish but domestic
consumption and spending are lower. At the same time, the price of imported wines is higher,
creating opportunities for local wines where consumers perceive these to be a value proposition.

5.1

Global warming and climate change

Global warming and climate change are contentious topics in the wine world. Lallanilla (2013) noted
some areas are feeling the shift to be greater than others at present. An alarming study released
earlier this year indicated that a fair number of the world’s current vineyards may be unsuitable for
producing grapes by the year 2050. The same study suggested the emergence of new wine
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producing regions as a result of the shift. It boldly claimed South Africa could lose 55% of its current
vineyard area.

Most winemakers surveyed acknowledged the challenges of global warming and climate change and
were looking at means of combatting the challenge. Irrigation options were being assessed as well as
seeking vineyard sites with better proximity to larger bodies of water.

Raats (2013) suggested that “where we are presently planting Sauvignon Blanc we will be planting
new clones and new varieties in the future. By looking for cooler soils for our Bordeaux blend grapes
we will get better results – fresher wines with better natural acidity. Global warming is a very real
threat”.

While much domestic and foreign research is ongoing, the current basis of understanding for the
impact of climate change in South Africa rests with the SAWIS commissioned research study in
December of 2009: Macro‐economic Impact of the Wine Industry on the South African Economy
(also with reference to the Impacts on the Western Cape). The final report highlighted the allied
sectors reliant upon and connected to the production of wine. The impact of climate change and
global warming will have a knock‐on effect in all these sectors should production be curtailed.
(Conningarth Economists, 2009)

5.2

Vine health issues

Leafroll viruses have plagued many South African vineyards. Easily spread via infected plant material
and by insect vectors such as the mealybug. In red grape varieties it is easier to see the infection as
the leaves not only roll backwards at the edges but take on early autumnal colours. These viruses
have a significant impact on the vineyard reducing overall vine health, reducing yield, delaying
ripening, and reducing the quality of the fruit (reduced colour and flavour compounds). (Bonfiglioli &
Hoskins, 2006)

In October 2001, James Molesworth wrote in Wine Spectator that “South African vineyards have
gone through substantial changes. Old and diseased vines, as well as grape varieties that are no
longer fashionable, have been torn out and replanted en masse. According to Wines of South Africa,
a government‐sponsored trade group, 38 percent of the country's vineyards have been replanted in
the past seven years.” (Molesworth, 2001)
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Leafroll virus was blamed for many of the “bitter” and “green” notes in the wine and was
documented in South Africa as far back as 1936. Ironically, some winemakers were still able to
produce award winning wines from infected plants as the yield was lower and ripening slower
resulting in some natural selection and lower potential alcohol levels. Debate raged as to whether
leaf roll had a positive or negative result on wines.

Today, Vergelegen has become a world‐wide model for eradicating the disease. They have reduced
their infection from 100% affecting 111,431 vines to just 58 infected vines or 0.027% in 2012. Van
Rensburg (2012) noted that eradicating leafroll increased yields from 3.7 tons per hectare to 7 tons
per hectare and improved wine quality. Improvements in structure and flavour were appreciated
and green flavours were eradicated.

Van Rensburg hopes to see a reduction in chemical control and a move to more sustainable biologic
methods. These include the release of predators at least once a season to destroy the mealybugs.
(van Rensburg, 2012)

5.3

Wood treatment

While many think only of aromatics when it comes to wood treatment, the vessel plays several other
critical roles. Rather than assessing wood only as a flavouring agent, winemakers should consider
the other factors associated with it:
•
•
•
•
•

Co‐extraction
Anti‐oxidative property
Sweetness
Framing
Structure for Aromatic Integration

Smith (2010) uses the analogy that oak is akin to cosmetics for wine and in the best case scenario,
the make‐up appears so natural that you can hardly tell it is there.
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5.4

Alcohol by volume

Consumers are more aware of the alcohol content of wine than previously. Drinking and driving
legislation globally and domestically has made consumers more aware of alcohol consumption in
general.

Halstead (2006) identified the following consumer behaviours:
•

Wines above 13% alcohol were perceived as being high in alcohol

•

11% of consumers were actively seeking low alcohol wines

•

Women as a consumer group sought out low alcohol wines more frequently than men

•

18‐24 year olds were more likely to purchase high alcohol wines than older consumers

•

Frequent wine consumers were significantly likely to purchase wines with a higher alcohol

He further noted that potential alcohol as a result of picking at phenolic ripeness is a reality.

Robert Parker is sometimes criticised for scoring wines well that have higher alcohol levels and
propagating the cycle of longer hang times, green harvesting and later picking. In his defence he
sometimes refers to the work of the late French oenologue Emile Peynaud (author of The Taste of
Wine) who believed a certain alcohol level was required to achieve “vinosity” in wine which was
defined as:

"the warm and agreeably caustic flavour yielded by the presence of alcohol, which adds to
the actual taste of wine and which (notion of balance) blends in with the wine's other
qualities. Everything is relative, to be sure, but it seems that below 11° Brix a wine cannot be
described as vinous. In general, it is only above 11.5° or even 12° that there is a clear
impression of vinosity." (Kakaviatos, 2006)

Despite rising levels of alcohol in wine, the question to ask is whether the wine retains balance.
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5.5

Growth of other red wine blend categories

The table below illustrates the tremendous growth of other red wine categories between 2002 and
2013 based on Platter Guide entries. In 2002, Shiraz based blends were included in the count of
other red blends. There has been an increase of 3.45% in red blends of non‐Bordeaux style varieties.

Table 6: Growth of non‐Bordeaux style blend categories 2013 vs. 2002 based on Platter Guide entries

2002

Other Red Blends
Red blends with Pinotage
Red blends, Shiraz/Syrah‐based

Number
of Entries
209
89
n/a

2002
Percentage
of Total
Wines
5.59%
2.38%
n/a

2013
Number
of Entries
333
165
330

2013
Percentage
of Total
Wines
4.54%
2.25%
4.50%

(Source: synthesized from greater information supplied by van Zyl (2013) – refer Appendix G page 92)

The Swartland has featured prominently in International media over the last few years. A younger
generation of winemakers are returning to older, more natural wine making methodologies and less
textbook formula wines. They have shied away from traditional and noble grapes in favour of what
they believe are best suited to their unique terroir.

Peens (2013) noted that, “The local market still views a Bordeaux blend as the top wine SA can
produce, but as more winemakers have success with Mediterranean grape varieties, Bordeaux
blends may become less important.”
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6. BORDEAUX STYLE RED WINE PRODUCERS IN SOUTH AFRICA
Given the breadth of the category and the difficulty in assessing the true number of Bordeaux style
blends, the following is a personally selected sample of producers noted in this text for their
contributions to the category.

6.1

Welgemeend

In 1973, the late W.A. (Billy) Hofmeyr won a wine tasting competition. The victory spurred him to
purchase 16.5 hectares near Klapmuts in 1974 and turn the run down Monte Video farm into
Welgemeend (so named after the last working vineyards of Jan Van Riebeeck in Cape Town). A land
surveyor by profession with a passion for the arts, Hofmeyr planted his vineyards to his favourite
Bordeaux varieties, removing the more popular Hanepoot, Cinsaut and Steen. He later planted
Rhone varieties.

New to the wine world, Hofmeyr originally struggled with finding the right vines for the soil types,
virus ridden clones, poor root stock and bad advice. The results in 1979 made Hofmeyr the first
producer of a Bordeaux style blend in South Africa. (Welgemeend Estate, 2010)

Hofmeyr wanted to prove that soil and climate conditions on his farm could produce wines of similar
quality and longevity to those in St. Emilion and Pomerol, his favourite Bordeaux vineyards.

Hofmeyr was a founder of the Cape Independent Winemakers Guild in 1982, known today as the
Cape Winemakers Guild or CWG. According to the 1985 auction booklet detailing producers and
wines on offer, Hofmeyr convinced Jan “Boland” Coetzee that the 1973 Kanonkop Cabernet
Sauvignon should be matured in new French oak. This contribution to the future of South African
winemaking was revolutionary at the time.

He began with just two wines – a Bordeaux style blend and a spicy Rhone style blend. While Hofmeyr
firmly believed he had planted all five allowed varieties; viticultural research later showed the Petit
Verdot was not Petit Verdot at all; something his daughter Louise who took over winemaking in1991
fondly referred to as “a petit mystery”. (FSP Invest, 2013)
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Thys Lourens purchased the farm from the Hofmeyr family in 2007. Today, winemaker Lizette Steyn‐
James is at the helm tending to the Paarl vineyards. Four wines are produced:
•

Estate Reserve – a classic Bordeaux style blend of Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon and Cabernet
Franc

•

Douelle – a Bordeaux style blend that includes Malbec

•

Soopjeshoogte – an easy drinking Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot blend

•

Amadé – a Shiraz, Pinotage, Grenache based blend

During Hofmeyr’s time, the wines received critical international acclaim. Sadly much of that record is
not in the public domain. More recent awards have included:
•
•
•
•

4 stars Platters: Estate Reserve 2003 & Douelle 2003
4.5 platters stars: Estate Reserve 2001
Swiss Airlines Award Silver (2007) for the Estate Reserve 2001
Swiss Airlines Award Bronze (2007) for Douelle 2000

Many of the aging, virus‐infected vineyards have been replanted and the tradition started by
Hofmeyr of producing Bordeaux style blends continues.

6.2

The Cape Winemakers Guild

The Cape Winemakers Guild (CWG) was established on 24 August 1982 when eight winemakers had
one objective of combining their knowledge and resources. They wanted to ensure that their
expertise would result in crafting great South African wines that would compete well internationally.
Every year the CWG Auction is held where wines carrying the CWG label are auctioned. (Cape
Winemakers Guild, 2013)

Originally called the Cape Independent Winemakers Guild (CIWG), Billy Hofmeyr was the first
member to produce a Bordeaux style blend for the Guild. He put his Welgemeend Estate Wine 1983
Bordeaux style blend on the annual auction in 1985 along with his 1984 Welgemeend Estate
Cabernet Sauvignon.

The CWG has grown to 45 members, all whom have been recognised for consistently producing wine
of superior quality year after year. Membership is by invitation only. Members submit wines for
auction which are collectively assessed for inclusion.
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Table 7: CWG Bordeaux style blends 2013

WINEMAKER
Louis Strydom
Jeremy Walker
Riani Strydom
Gary Jordan
Abrie Beeslaar
Miles Mossop
Coenie Snyman
Frans Smit
Kevin Arnold

WINE
Ernie Els CWG
Grangehurst Auction Reserve
Haskell Vineyards Paradigm
Jordan Sophia
Kanonkop CWG Paul Sauer
Miles Mossop Wines Maximilian
Rust en Vrede CWG Estate
Spier Auction Reserve Frans K Smit
Waterford Estate Auction Reserve 2BB

PRODUCTION for 2013
(Cases of 6)
100
147
138
149
91
110
62
150*
100

*The Frans K Smit in earlier years included some Shiraz, but presently contains only Bordeaux varieties.

6.3

Meerlust

The second estate to produce a Bordeaux style blend in South Africa, Meerlust, has been a family
property since 1756 currently under the direction of Hannes Myburgh.
In 2006, Wine Enthusiast voted Meerlust Rubicon the 27th out of 100 Wines of the Year and the wine
received the coveted Chateau Pichon Longueville Comtesse de la Lande trophy at the International
Wine and Spirits Competition held annually in London for the "Best Blended Red Wine". 2009
Meerlust Rubicon was rated the ‘Best New World Red Wine’ in Decanter Magazine. In November
2012, Meerlust Rubicon 2007 was the only South African wine to appear in the Top 100 Cellar
Selection published by Wine Enthusiast Magazine with a score of 92/100.

Nico Myburgh saw similarities in climate and soil structure between the Eerste River Valley and
Bordeaux. He noted that Bordeaux was producing blends as opposed to the more popular single
variety wines in South Africa at the time. In 1980, after much experimentation, he and winemaker
Georgio Dalla Cia produced Meerlust Rubicon; a Bordeaux style blend comprised of 70% Cabernet
Sauvignon, 20% Merlot and 10% Cabernet Franc. (Meerlust, 2011)

Today, Meerlust’s Rubicon is a blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit
Verdot. Classically hand harvested, vineyard blocks are handled separately with fermentation in
stainless steel tanks before going into 300 litre French Oak barrels where they undergo malolactic
fermentation. After blending, the wine is returned to barrel for another year. After bottling the wine
is matured for two years prior to release; as such, the wine reaches consumers when it is four years
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old. The farm recommends further maturation before drinking and suggests that the current 2008
vintage (71% Cabernet Sauvignon, 19% Merlot, 9% Cabernet Franc, 1% Petit Verdot) will age for 15‐
20 years. (Meerlust, 2013)

Varieties are planted on specific soils and green harvesting takes place during veraison to reduce the
yield, increase berry concentration and enhance fruit definition. Vineyards are individually harvested
and fermented. Lengthy maceration is done to allow complete extraction and polymerisation of
complex tannins while enhancing mouth feel. The wines undergo malolactic fermentation in barrel
for 6 months before sensory assessments and assemblage. The blended wine spends a total of 18
months in 70% new French Nevers oak with 30% 2nd fill Nevers and Allier barrels. (Meerlust, 2013)

Accolades include:
•

2008 Meerlust Rubicon: Decanter World Wine Awards 2013 ‐ Commended Medal

•

2008 Meerlust Rubicon: scored 92 by Neil Martin from The Wine Advocate
(eRobertParker.com) December 2012

•

2007 Meerlust Rubicon: Wine Enthusiast Top 100 Cellar Selection 2012 ‐ 92 Points

•

2007 Meerlust Rubicon: Journal Tasted Magazine ‐ 93 Points

•

2007 Meerlust Rubicon: Five Stars ‐ Platter's South African Wines 2012

•

2001 Meerlust Rubicon: Swiss International Air Lines Wine Awards 2006 Seal of Approval

•

2001 Meerlust Rubicon: Basel Wine Fair September 2006, Switzerland ‐ Gold Medal

•

2000 Meerlust Rubicon: Swiss International Air Line awards 2005 – Gold

•

2000 Meerlust Rubicon: Fairbairn Capital Trophy Wine Show 2005 – Gold

•

2000 Meerlust Rubicon: Best in Class Silver ‐ International Wine and Spirits Competition
(IWCS ) 2005

6.4

Kanonkop

Perhaps the estate with the best pedigree to claim a South African “First Growth” status in terms of
Bordeaux style blend is Kanonkop. This iconic producer with tremendous brand recognition abroad is
the only wine in the world that can claim to have won the prestigious Pichon Longueville Comtesse
de Lalande trophy at the International Wine & Spirit Competition (IWSC) three times. Awarded to
the best blended wine on the show, Kanonkop took this honour in 1994 with the Paul Sauer 1991; in
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1999 with the Paul Sauer 1995 and in 2008 with the Paul Sauer 2003. Quoted after the most recent
victory, 4th generation Kanonkop co‐owner, Johann Krige said:

"Since our first harvest in 1973, Kanonkop has been committed to producing wines to a
classical and elegant style, whilst maintaining the integrity of our unique soils and climatic
conditions at the foot of the Simonsberg. Having won this award for the third time is not
only a great moment for Kanonkop, but one we would like to share with the whole South
African wine industry by vindicating the industry's belief that South Africa is one of the
world's top wine producers in terms of quality." (Kanonkop Wine Estate, 2008)

In the Simonsberg foothills of Stellenbosch, all 120 hectares are planted to red grapes. Only three
winemakers have held the reins since the first vintage in 1973; initially Jan “Boland” Coetzee, who
was followed by Beyers Truter from 1980 to 2003 and since then Abrie Beeslaar. In 1991, Truter won
the Robert Mondavi Winemaker of the Year Award at the IWSC.

Paul Sauer has been produced since 1981. It is a Cabernet Sauvignon led wine with varying
percentages of Cabernet Franc and Merlot. The early days saw much experimentation (which
included a tiny percentage of Souzão) and very little wood treatment. Truter recalled: “In the ’80s
we didn’t have much experience with oak. I think we might have had three barrels – and they were
big 500 litre ones.” (Wine Magazine, 2004).

Wine style changed in the 1990’s when Kanonkop moved from 50% to 100% new French oak. This
was prompted by a visit Truter made to Bordeaux and time spent observing oaking regimes. Truter
also noted the pump over regimes on his visit and incorporated his learnings into future vintages.
(Wine Magazine, 2004)

Traditional open‐tank fermentation and manual punch‐downs still form part of today’s winemaking
process at Kanonkop .

The current 2010 vintage is Cabernet Sauvignon 68%, Cabernet Franc 16%, and Merlot 16%. The
second label Kanonkop Kadette (blends Pinotage with the Bordeaux varieties) is made from younger
vines and some fruit is brought in from neighbouring farms. Aged in older barrels, production can be
as high as 700,000 bottles annually. Kanonkop also produce an award‐winning single variety
Pinotage, a limited release Black Label Pinotage, a Pinotage rosé and Cabernet Sauvignon.
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Kanonkop Paul Sauer and Producer accolades include:
2009:
2009:
2009:
2009:
2008:
2008:
2008:
2007:
2007:
2006:
2006:
2006:
2005:
2005:
2002:
2001:
2001:
1999:
1994:
1991:

6.5

IWSC: Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande Trophy for Best Blended Red Wine:
KANONKOP Paul Sauer 2003
John Platter Winery of the Year: KANONKOP ESTATE
John Platter Wine of the Year: KANONKOP Cabernet Sauvignon 2004
IWSC: Dave Hughes Trophy for Best South African Producer
Decanter (UK) South Africa Red Bordeaux Varietals Trophy for KANONKOP Paul Sauer
2004
Decanter South Africa Red Bordeaux Varietals Trophy for Paul Sauer 2004
Caylon Trophy for the best Bordeaux blend for Paul Sauer 2004
La Revue du vin de France Trophy for Paul Sauer 1991
The Classics Wine Trophy for Paul Sauer 2003
BASEL WINE FAIR (Switzerland) KANONKOP Paul Sauer 2003: Gold
VERITAS Competition: Paul Sauer 2003: Double Gold
DECANTER (UK): Paul Sauer 2002: 5 Stars
IWSC: KWV Dave Hughes Trophy for Best South African Producer
KANONKOP Cabernet Sauvignon 1991: Fairbairn Capital Wine Show : (SA) Gold and
Museum Trophy
South African Trophy Wine Show Kanonkop Paul Sauer 1998: Grand Champion
Singapore Wine Review Challenge: KANONKOP Paul Sauer 1997 : Gold
Wine (SA) 5 Stars: KANONKOP Paul Sauer 1998.
IWSC: Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande Trophy for the Best Blended Red
Wine : KANONKOP Paul Sauer 1995.
IWSC: Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande Trophy for the Best Blended Red
Wine : KANONKOP Paul Sauer 1991
International Wine & Spirit Competition held in London (IWSC): Robert Mondavi
Trophy for International Winemaker of the Year.

Vergelegen

Steeped in heritage, Vergelegen was ground zero for winemaking in the Cape in 1700. Granted to
Governor of the Cape, Willem Adriaan Van Der Stel, the property thrived. Van Der Stel amassed
more than half a million root stocks in his first six years on the property. He transformed the farm
and was considered a genius for his vision of the agricultural development of the Cape but in 1706
was ordered back to the Netherlands after being found guilty of corruption. Three years after, the
immense property was split into four separate farms: Vergelegen, Lourensford, Morgenster and
Cloetenburg.

After changing hands numerous times, the Theunissen family took ownership in 1798 and for nearly
100 years, the vineyards flourished. In 1917, Sir Lionel Phillips and his wife Lady Florence Phillips
took over creating a floral and cultural paradise. One of the original ‘Randlords’ to make his fortune
in the mining sector, Phillips modernised the farm and developed its infrastructure. Lady Phillips

Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa
Debi van Flymen

65

removed all the vineyards and planted trees, shrubs and decorative gardens. After their passing, the
farm was auctioned in 1941 and the Barlow family took over stewardship of Vergelegen.

In 1987, the property was purchased by Anglo American who undertook massive initiatives that
included clearing invasive alien plant species, land rehabilitation and the re‐establishment of
vineyards. In 1992, the cellar was opened by Baron Eric de Rothschild, owner of Bordeaux First
Growth, Chateau Lafitte.

The sense of history on the property is palpable and in terms of modern history, served in 1990 as
the first meeting place for the unbanned ANC caucus prior to public entrée.

Altitude of vineyard sites is between 140 and 310 metres above sea level with plantings of white and
red varieties. Deep rocky soils on the northern slopes are home to the Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot,
Cabernet Franc and Shiraz plantings. Just six kilometres from the sea, daily temperature variations
on the property average two degrees Celsius.

The property boasts an impressive “21 soil types some of which are among the most ancient
viticultural soils in the world. Vines have mainly been established on Clovelly, Glenrosa and Pinedene
soils, characterised by a high clay content ensuring good water retention during the critical early‐
summer ripening stage.” (Vergelegen, 2012)

Depending on terroir, grape variety and rootstock, planting density at Vergelegen varies between
2200 and 4000 vines per hectare. Current plantings are 157.9 hectares with red Bordeaux varieties
comprised thus: Cabernet Sauvignon 46.57 hectares, Merlot 20.08 hectares, Cabernet Franc 8.61
hectares, Petit Verdot 2.94 hectares and Malbec 2.47 hectares.

A state of the art gravity flow cellar, with three levels below ground is an architectural point of focus.

Vergelegen Red 2001 was the first South African Bordeaux style blend to break through price
barriers internationally, internationally recognised journalist and Master of Wine, Greg Sherwood,
noted on his Wine Anorak blog post:
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“If you were fortunate enough to be able to afford to buy a case of Vergelegen’s new wine,
the “V”, then on opening the heaviest wooden slide top wine box to come out of South
Africa yet, you would have been greeted by a smartly printed card with the above vinous
proclamation [“V” is the validation of Vergelegen’s striving to produce a wine that can stand
on an equal footing with the most prestigious wines in the world whilst at the same time
contributing to realizing Van der Stel’s original vision and the objective for South Africa to be
globally acknowledged as a producer of great wines. “V” has been achieved by maximizing
the synergies between the vineyards, the winery, the vitality of the people who toil in both
and the talents of a dedicated and passionate winemaker.] Indeed at between £55 and £58
pounds a bottle, this makes Vergelegen’s wine the most expensive offering from South
Africa yet.” (Sherwood, 2004)

Today, several Bordeaux style blends are produced with varying percentages of varieties. The
flagship Vergelegen Red G.V.B. 2007, sourced from the Rondekop vineyards – dry‐land vineyards on
granitic soils with a deep clay and pebble base that provide excellent water retention. Density is
4000 vines to the hectare and these vineyards are between 180 and 220metres above sea level
where cool ocean breezes allow for a longer growing season with a yield of 3‐4 tons/hectare.
Maturation takes place in 100% new 225 litre Sylvain and Taransaud French oak barrels with a
minimum of three rackings over eighteen months. The current blend is 88% Cabernet Sauvignon,
10% Merlot and 2% Cabernet Franc.

A recent addition to the line‐up is ‘DNA’, a Cabernet Franc (60%) dominant Bordeaux style red blend
with Merlot and Cabernet Sauvignon. A modern label on the bottle features the thumbprint of
winemaker Andre van Rensburg and no mention of Vergelegen as the producer front side.
According to MD Don Tooth, the packaging was designed to challenge perceptions that an estate
with more than 300 years of history had to be staid. The maiden vintage 2006 sold at the cellar door
for R175.
Accolades include:
•

2010 SA Tourism Welcome Award

•

2009 Old Mutual Trophy Wine Show: Most Successful Producer

•

2008 IWSC Gold: Vergelegen Red 2003

•

2008 4.5 Star Platter Guide rating for Vergelegen Red 2003 and Vergelegen V 2003

•

2007 IWSC Silver: Vergelegen Red 2001, Cabernet Sauvignon 2003 and Cabernet Sauvignon
2004
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•

2006 IWSC Gold: Vergelegen Red 2003 and Cabernet Sauvignon 2003

•

2006 Wine Enthusiast Magazine: New World Winery of the Year

•

2005 IWSC Gold: Vergelegen Red 2000 and Cabernet Sauvignon 2000; Silver for Vergelegen
V 2001 and Cabernet Sauvignon 2001

•

2005 Platter Guide 5 Star rating for Vergelegen V 2001

•

2005 Mondiale Bruxelles Gold: Vergelegen Red 2001

•

2004 IWSC Winner of Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande for Best Red Blend:
Vergelegen Red 2003 and Gold: Vergelegen Red 2000 and Silver: Cabernet Sauvignon 1998,
Vergelegen Red 1999

•

2002 Veritas Silver: Cabernet Franc Merlot 2000

•

2002 IWSC Winner of Pichon Longueville Comtesse de Lalande for Best Red Blend:
Vergelegen Red 2001

6.6

De Toren

De Toren is located in the Polkadraai Hills outside Stellenbosch. Named after the towering structure
in the winery at the heart of their gravity flow operation and owned by Emil den Dulk and his wife;
De Toren was the first South African Bordeaux style blend to incorporate all five Bordeaux varieties
and name the wine accordingly as De Toren Fusion V.

First released in 1999, the blend is Cabernet Sauvignon dominant (50‐60%) and was rewarded in the
maiden vintage with an IWSC Gold Medal and 90/100 point ratings from Robert Parker and Wine
Spectator Magazine. In 2004, a second blend was produced named “Z” – for Zephyr – as in the
prevailing wind that is experienced at the site. The “Z” is also a five way blend with Merlot the
dominant variety. (Den Dulk et al 2013)

De Toren are engaged in ongoing viticultural research in an effort to continuously produce the best
possible wines from the fifteen different soil types on the farm (Tukulu, Pinedine and Estcourt
dominate). Twenty five clones are planted across several different root stock combinations in an
effort to explore the best characteristics of each variety. (Den Dulk et al 2013)
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Near infra‐red aerial imaging is used to help determine the harvesting cycle based on optimal
ripening which takes place over several weeks. Each block is harvested and vinified individually
before blending. De Toren’s meticulous attention to detail sees twenty three checkpoints between
the time the berry reaches the vibrating sorting table until it hits the tank. (Den Dulk et al 2013)

De Toren have released a limited production wine – Book XVII – now in its third vintage. The name
and inspiration come from Pliny the Elder who wrote about wine in his Treatise on Natural History in
Book 17 of the series. Winemaker Albie Koch studied cult wine production and extreme techniques
internationally. Very low yields of just 300 grams of grapes per vine, hand de‐stemming, foot
stomping, and hand punch downs are just some of the methods employed. Matured in 200% new
French oak – the bottle is actually racked from the first set of 100% new French oak barrels into a
second set of 100% new French oak barrels. This is a technique being experimented with globally
that originated with the garagiste producers in Bordeaux’s Right Bank area.

Book XVII is uniquely packaged in a wooden cradle within a sleeve; supplied with a hex key so that
consumers can release the wine from its cage.

Accolades include consistently high ratings internationally from a wide range of diverse publications
since the maiden vintage.

6.7

Vilafonte

A joint winemaking venture between South Africa’s Mike Ratcliffe (of Warwick Wine Estate) and
Americans Zelma Long and Phil Freese, Vilafonté is among the most well rated Bordeaux style blends
produced in South Africa. Vineyards are located in Paarl.

Zelma Long’s legendary career began in California at Simi in Sonoma. Phil Freese spent thirteen years
working as Robert Mondavi’s Vice President of Wine Growing in the course of which he helped
design the first Opus One vineyards.

Vilafonté was the first to plant a vineyard to high density in South Africa opting to plant 5200 vines
per hectare. The result of this is significantly lower yields, better phenolic ripeness and a
concentration of aromatics in each berry. (Ratcliffe, 2013)
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In the early stages of the enterprise, Zelma Long noticed that the vineyards were producing two
distinctly different styles of equal quality; one that was softer, round, fleshy and fruit‐driven while
the other was more highly structured, powerful and bold. Based on this, the Series C and M wines
emerged. The 2010 Series C blend is 75% Cabernet Sauvignon, 10%Cabernet Franc, 10%
Merlot and 5% Malbec. The 2010 Series M blend is 49% Merlot, 30% Malbec and 21%
Cabernet Sauvignon. Each year, approximately 40 barrels of each are produced. A majority of these
terroir specific wines are sold on allocation and pre‐release and library stock is maintained.
(Ratcliffe, 2013)

The Vilafonté vineyard focus includes:
•

Low production of grapes per vine for quicker, even ripening

•

Detailed water management strategies and measurements to control growth, maintain vines
and aid ripening

•

Shoot removal for better light penetration and better spray penetration

•

Thinning for uniformity of fruit

Flowering to veraison and veraison to harvest are at approximately 103 to 105 days for Merlot and
105 to 110 days for Cabernet Sauvignon. Sugar readings at harvest are approximately 24.5 Brix or
slightly more. (Vilafonte, 2012)

Intense berry sorting precedes fermentation with natural wild yeasts and the entire process is
documented vigilantly to the minute details.

According to Ratcliffe (2013), in a current offer of library stock from the 2005 vintage – more than
half of wines being released have been sold pre‐release.

6.8

Mvemve Raats

Bruwer Raats is single minded in his approach to winemaking honouring a simple caveat to leave the
soil in better condition than he found it. This solitary principle underpins all his endeavours and he
has become South Africa’s undisputed “King of Cabernet Franc”.
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In the words of Bruwer Raats, “The difference is that in everything we do, we try to echo the quality
of our wine and this eventually becomes our marketing angle. We do it small, we do it well and we
do it so differently to anybody else. The end result is rare and unique." (Raats, 2013)

Mvemve Raats is a partnership between Raats and winemaker Mzokhona Mvemve. “It's okay to
come together and join forces if it happens on the right premise. We are on equal footing, and we
were friends long before we were partners” says Mvemve. The team make a single wine, De
Compostella – meaning a compilation of stars. At R735 per bottle and with yet another vintage sold
out on release, this wine illustrates the demand for premium wines worldwide.

“It is the intellectual capital behind De Compostella that authenticates the wine ‐ and
distinguishes is from any other. It makes for a special consumption experience... the
personalities, the story, the passion. And this is what I reckon more brand owners should try
and replicate. Create a product that can't be imitated; that is so unique that when it is
copied it actually makes the imitator look silly. You know, not one consumer has actually
ever asked me De Compostella's price. The person we're speaking to doesn't care.” (Raats,
2013)

The current 2011 Mvemve Raats De Compostella is comprised of 52 % Cabernet Franc, 20% Malbec,
13% Cabernet Sauvignon, 9% Merlot, 6% Petit Verdot.

This single mindedness about producing quality terroir centric wines has resulted in the De
Compostella currently noted as the highest rated Bordeaux style blend in South Africa according to
Neal Martin of eRobertParker and Wine Advocate; an honour it has held since its maiden vintage
when it received an unprecedented 93/100. That maiden vintage of 1,700 bottles sold out in just
seven weeks. Some of the recent coverage has included:
•

Voted as the most memorable wine in the world for 2011 by British wine writer and critic
Neal Martin from The Wine Advocate (January 2012)

•

Scored a magnificent 96 by Neal Martin from The Wine Advocate and is the highest rated
wine from South Africa to date by Robert Parker (September 2011)

•

Raats' MR de Compostella was the Exclusive Wine served at the SA Captain's Dinner prior to
the 2010 FIFA Soccer World Cup in South Africa (June 2010)
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•

James Molesworth proclaimed the MR de Compostella, Bruwer's collaboration with
Mzokhona Mvemve, as his Top South African Red in Wine Spectator (January 2009)

7. BORDEAUX STYLE BLENDS IN OTHER REGIONS
7.1

Italy and the “Super Tuscan” phenomenon

Believed to have been introduced to the Piedmont region of Italy in about 1820, Cabernet Sauvignon
has been used there as a blending partner for colour improvement and to add fruit quality. While
illegal in DOC Barolo, legal blends are allowed with Nebbiolo and Cabernet Sauvignon in the DOCs of
Langhe and Monferrato. In this region, the performance of Cabernet Sauvignon harkens back to the
French concept of terroir and needs the best vineyard sites for excellent results.

In Tuscany, Cabernet Sauvignon has been part of DOC Carmignano blend since 1975 yet it has been
mired in controversy since a group of winemakers sought to incorporate it into their blends
deliberately going beyond the DOC system. In Tuscany, Cabernet Sauvignon develops a deep
blackcurrant character and a dark cherry sweetness which still retains tremendous acidity even
when the alcohol content of the wine gets to 14%. It is often blended with the local far less dramatic
Sangiovese grape but often appears as a classic Bordeaux style blend. Piero Antinori was one of the
leaders of this prototype making Solaia as one of the earliest Tuscan forays with Cabernet
Sauvignon. First made in 1978, this is still one of the world’s iconic wines today.

Bordeaux style blends are found throughout Italy including regions such as Lombardy, Emilia‐
Romagna, the Veneto, Friuli‐Venezia Giulia and less obtrusively or effectively in Alto Adige and
Trentino. Southern Italy blends Cabernet Sauvignon with nearly every red grape: with Nero d’Avola
in Sicily, with Merlot and Aglianico in Campagna, with Gaglioppo in Calabria and Cannonau and
Carignano in Sardinia.

7.2

Australia

Australia has had far more success with Cabernet Sauvignon Shiraz blends than with Bordeaux style
blends as a category. In fact, many of the blends produced today are Shiraz based.
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Coonawarra became known for its Cabernet Sauvignon in the 1950’s and Merlot started to thrive in
the 1980’s. With the unique ‘terra rossa’ soils (base of deep, well drained limestone covered with
red, weathered earth) and a climate similar to some of the cooler regions of Bordeaux, there are
winemakers producing Bordeaux style blends to critical acclaim. While there are a few similar soil
examples in the Mediterranean, this unique red patch of ground roughly 16 kilometres long and 8
kilometres wide is an oddity for Australia. Once sea coast, there is limestone on top a sandstone
base that has dried over many millions of years and the breakdown of soil with erosion sees iron
deposits oxidising imparting a red to orange hue. (Brown, 2009)

Margaret River still claims Cabernet Sauvignon as its benchmark grape variety despite sharing the
spotlight with numerous other grapes. The earliest Bordeaux style blends were made in the region
where viticultural reports suggested this Western Australian region cooled by ocean breezes was
ideal for Bordeaux varieties in the 1970’s. Bordeaux style blends from Margaret River are known to
exhibit a blue gum aroma. (Allen, 2006)

While better known for their Riesling, the Clare Valley in South Australia is producing Bordeaux style
blends that have received international praise for their terroir approach resulting in wines that are
focused, restrained and show a purity of fruit. (Veale, 2010)

7.3

South America

South America’s major producers, Argentina and Chile, have found tremendous success in the value
tier of the market globally. They supply vast quantities of wine to the US and UK markets.

In Argentina, the style differs from many other global regions because of their reliance on Malbec in
the blend. French investment and expertise have seen an increase in production of Bordeaux style
blends led by pioneering winemaker Nicolás Catena. Catena created a joint venture with iconic First
Growth Château Lafite‐Rothschild that has seen International accolades. (Guibert, 2009)

Argentina’s unique altitude, (2,400 metres above sea level in Salta and 1,400 metres above sea level
in Mendoza), sunshine almost 350 days annually, semi‐arid climate and virtual disease resistance
have attracted much interest from Bordeaux producers who see the opportunity to ripen grapes to
full maturity. Time will be required to see how these wines age and mature and whether they have
the staying power of their French counterparts. (Guibert, 2009)
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Chile has become the last bastion of ungrafted, phylloxera free vines and the home of Bordeaux’s
‘lost grape’ Carmenere. Chile continues to gain attention and build on its Bordeaux blend category
with this unique variety. In 2004, Vina Errázuriz in the Aconcagua Valley took top honours in an
international blind tasting in Berlin with their wine, Seña, focusing the eyes of the world on this
narrow country as a quality producer. (Snooth, 2012)

7.4

North America

Wines and Vines Magazine reported sales of blended red wines in America were up 26% in 2012
with the category dominated by Bordeaux style blends. (Gordon, 2012)

The World’s eyes focused on American production of Bordeaux style blends with the ‘Judgement of
Paris’ in 1976. This historic tasting saw British wine merchant, Steven Spurrier, pit Californian wines
in red and white flights against iconic French counterparts judged by Frenchmen with California
wines winning both categories. While it may have lacked some scientific basis and there were no
criteria given to the judges prior to scoring and ranking, this single event had an explosive impact on
new world winemaking and North American wines in particular. (Taber, 1976)

Bordeaux’s Baron Philippe de Rothschild partnered with American Robert Mondavi to produce Opus
One in 1979. Christian Moueix ( of Chateau Petrus, La Fleur‐Petrus, Trotanoy in Pomerol and
Magdelaine in Saint Emilion) attended the University of California, Davis in the 1960’s and returned
to found Dominus. French influence in US winemaking goes back to the mid‐1850’s. Frenchman
Georges de la Tour founded Beaulieu Vineyards in 1900 and hired Russian born, French educated
André Tchelistcheff who propagated French traditions in Napa Valley. (Fransen, 2011)

Bordeaux style blends are produced throughout the United States but the focus on quality wines is
undoubtedly on the West Coast and California’s Napa Valley is home to the most highly regarded
examples. There are interesting Bordeaux style blends being produced in Washington State which
have garnered media attention including Chris Camarda’s Andrew Will Vineyards near Seattle which
scored a Decanter 18.5/20 last year. (Bonne, 2012)
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7.4.1

The Meritage Alliance

In 1988, a group of American winemakers who had an affinity for and an interest in Bordeaux style
blends formed The Meritage Association (today, the Meritage Alliance). The idea was to create a
platform for the identification and promotion of these wines as a group.

“The pioneers in this movement created the term "Meritage" to identify wines that
represent the highest form of the winemaker's art ‐ blending ‐ and distinguish these wines
from the more generic moniker, "red table wine." (Meritage Alliance, 2013)

To be considered, the wines must be made entirely of the allowed Bordeaux cultivars with no
individual cultivar making up more than 90% of the blend. St. Macaire, Gros Verdot and Carmenère
are also allowed in the blend. If any other grape variety constitutes the blend it cannot be
considered. There are regulations governing the use of the certification mark which is only available
to member producers. (Meritage Alliance, 2013)

The group provides a marketing platform for these wines and a way for consumers to distinguish
these wines from other wines. Much debate over the efficacy of the organisation has taken place but
it is a growing organisation (more than 50% in the last five years alone) with over 25 years of history.
Membership today is comprised of 320 wineries in 26 U.S. states and six countries – Argentina,
Australia, Canada, France, Israel and Mexico.
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8. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
8.1

Conclusions

Bordeaux has served as more than just a benchmark or an aspiration; its commercial successes with
fine wines (most notably the classed 1st to 5th growths) continues a skyward price spiral many new
world winemakers eye with a touch of jealousy. It is this same upward pricing trend making way for
new world contenders such as South Africa in the global marketplace.

Twenty years ago, differentiating between wines that were of the ‘Old World’ or ‘New World’ was
relatively easy and could be ascribed on the palate to those wines that were fruit supported versus
fruit forward or fruit dominated. As climate change urges better ripening in previously cooler old
world regions, the wines take on a more new world character. Yet there are many new world
producers aiming to make wines that are more old world in style.

One of the most distinguishable characteristics of Bordeaux wines are their ability to improve with
age in the bottle reaching an optimum drinking window at some point in the future. Their staying
power is legendary. There are very few new world examples that can claim to do this.

As a category, the Bordeaux style blend is growing in South Africa even if it is at a very slow pace,
certainly slower than that of Syrah based red blends.

While there is no regulation of the phrase ‘Bordeaux style’, the spirit in which it is done is somewhat
evocative and indicates a preference for blending different grapes together to come up with a
complex, balanced final wine.

There is little cooperation between producers and no formal association of Bordeaux style wine
producers. Styles vary tremendously as do price points in the category ensuring there is a Bordeaux
style blend for every palate and pocket.

Whether using the words “iconic” or “cult” status to describe a particular wine, there are a number
of producers whose Bordeaux style blends are highly sought after and whose production is sold out
vintage to vintage.
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Unlike the wines of Bordeaux, there is presently no international secondary market for South African
Bordeaux style blends. There is little domestic desire for older vintages of these wines. South Africa
lacks the global demand, infrastructure and investment climate to develop a futures market for the
Bordeaux style blend as a category at present.

South Africa, by virtue of the fact that it is not subject to extensive classifications, rules and
regulations has fostered a climate of experimentation and flexibility. Research opportunities flourish
in South Africa which has the potential to serve as a hotbed of innovation and a model for the wine
community globally.

Penny Gold could not have foreseen the explosion in the Bordeaux style blend category when she
penned her thesis twenty four years ago. She detailed just fourteen producers at the time; seven of
whom had not yet even released their first blends. (Gold, 1989) Styles have changed since then as
has technology. Today the category has rewarded South African winemakers with international
recognition for their efforts and a loyal following.
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8.2

Recommendations

8.2.1

Future research

•

•

•
•
•
•

More extensive and detailed soil analysis to better determine the suitability of particular
pockets to corresponding Bordeaux varieties throughout the Western Cape with a focus on
cooler climate regions.
Investigation into expansion of the WO system;
o Based on more specific terroir limitors
 Conradie wrote, “All over the world the identification of viticultural terroirs
(Carey et al., 2002) is currently receiving a lot of attention. A natural terroir
unit (NTU) is basically characterised by a relatively homogeneous pattern
with regard to topography, climate, geology and soil. It can therefore be
defined as a complex of natural environmental factors that cannot easily be
changed by the producer. In conjunction with various managerial decisions
taken by the producer, this complex may reflect in the end product. The
result should therefore be wines with a characteristic, identifiable origin.”
(Conradie, 2002)
o To include the addition of suggestions of cultivar by defined region based on in‐
depth soil analysis, detailed climatic character and historical success
Long term performance tracking of top South African Bordeaux style blend producers in
terms of prices fetched for their wines and the longevity of these wines
Analysis of Bordeaux style blend styles and sensory characteristics across production areas in
the Western Cape
Study of the effects of packaging on consumer perceptions and purchases
Further research into the topic of producer confidence would benefit the South African
Bordeaux blend producers tremendously.
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8.2.2
•
•

•

8.2.3

Marketing

Exploration of label and packaging options to differentiate wines from competitors
domestically and abroad
Investigation of alternative packaging specifically geared to the luxury goods market which
serves as a differentiator and offers instant brand recognition. For example:
o Use of wooden crates for case packs
o De Toren Book XVII that comes in a unique frame with a hex key to remove the
bottle from its cradle;
o Distinguishable black and red packaging is used by Vilafonté for the Series C and M
wines which are wrapped in coloured tissue paper and have a band securing them
with full tasting notes and product information on the inside;
o The heavy Mvemve Raats bottle with simple logo
Research the establishment of a hierarchy or classification of producers that could be used
as a marketing tool to position wines – along the lines of a more modern and new world
equivalent to the Growths of Bordeaux

Establishment of a voluntary Bordeaux blend producers association

South Africa has a Chenin Blanc Producers Association, a Pinotage Association, the Swartland
Independent Producers group and other special interest units. The US Meritage Alliance has found
that much of the perceived success is in the market differentiation and prestige that comes with
consumer identification of these wines as being of premium quality. The formation of a voluntary
South African Bordeaux style blend producers group would have several benefits:

1. Create a forum for producers who are able to share knowledge and pool resources
2. Serve as a repository for the data collection on these wines and track the sales price and
longevity thereof (which introduces marketing opportunities for tastings)
3. Define a true category and identifiable brand that can be leveraged with consumers
4. Encourage comparison of top local Bordeaux style red wine blends against benchmarks
from Bordeaux and other countries
5. Potentially serve as a core unit should a futures campaign ever form part of South
Africa’s winemaking landscape
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APPENDICES
Appendix A: 1855 Bordeaux Classification of Medoc
(Source: Conseil des Grands Crus Classes en 1855, http://www.crus‐classes.com/)

PREMIERS CRUS
Château LAFITE‐ROTHSCHILD ‐ Pauillac
Château LATOUR ‐ Pauillac
Château MARGAUX ‐ Margaux
Château MOUTON ROTHSCHILD – Pauillac (elevated from 2nd in 1973)
Château HAUT‐BRION ‐ Pessac
SECONDS CRUS
Château RAUZAN‐SÉGLA – Margaux
Château RAUZAN‐GASSIES – Margaux
Château LÉOVILLE LAS CASES ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château LÉOVILLE‐POYFERRÉ ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château LÉOVILLE BARTON ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château DURFORT‐VIVENS ‐ Margaux
Château GRUAUD LAROSE ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château LASCOMBES – Margaux
Château BRANE‐CANTENAC ‐ Margaux
Château PICHON‐LONGUEVILLE – Pauillac
Château PICHON LONGUEVILLE COMTESSE de LALANDE ‐ Pauillac
Château DUCRU‐BEAUCAILLOU ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château COS d'ESTOURNEL ‐ Saint‐Estèphe
Château MONTROSE ‐ Saint‐Estèphe
TROISIÈMES CRUS
Château KIRWAN – Margaux
Château d'ISSAN – Margaux
Château LAGRANGE ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château LANGOA BARTON ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château GISCOURS – Margaux
Château MALESCOT SAINT‐EXUPÉRY – Margaux
Château BOYD‐CANTENAC ‐ Margaux
Château CANTENAC BROWN – Margaux
Château PALMER – Margaux
Château LA LAGUNE ‐ Haut‐Médoc
Château DESMIRAIL ‐ Margaux
Château CALON‐SÉGUR ‐ Saint‐Estèphe
Château FERRIÈRE – Margaux
Château MARQUIS d'ALESME ‐ Margaux
QUATRIÈMES CRUS
Château SAINT‐PIERRE ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château TALBOT ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château BRANAIRE‐DUCRU ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château DUHART‐MILON – Pauillac
Château POUGET – Margaux
Château LA TOUR CARNET ‐ Haut‐Médoc
Château LAFON‐ROCHET ‐ Saint‐Estèphe
Château BEYCHEVELLE ‐ Saint‐Julien
Château PRIEURÉ‐LICHINE – Margaux
Château MARQUIS de TERME – Margaux
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Appendix A Continued: 1855 Bordeaux Classification of Medoc
(Source: Conseil des Grands Crus Classes en 1855, http://www.crus‐classes.com/)

CINQUIÈMES CRUS
Château PONTET‐CANET – Pauillac
Château BATAILLEY – Pauillac
Château HAUT‐BATAILLEY – Pauillac
Château GRAND‐PUY‐LACOSTE ‐ Pauillac
Château GRAND‐PUY DUCASSE – Pauillac
Château LYNCH‐BAGES – Pauillac
Château LYNCH‐MOUSSAS – Pauillac
Château DAUZAC ‐ Margaux
Château d'ARMAILHAC – Pauillac
Château du TERTRE – Margaux
Château HAUT‐BAGES LIBÉRAL – Pauillac
Château PÉDESCLAUX ‐ Pauillac
Château BELGRAVE ‐ Haut‐Médoc
Château de CAMENSAC ‐ Haut‐Médoc
Château COS LABORY ‐ Saint‐Estèphe
Château CLERC MILON – Pauillac
Château CROIZET‐BAGES – Pauillac
Château CANTEMERLE ‐ Haut‐Médoc

Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa
Debi van Flymen

83

Appendix B: Saint Emilion Classification (amended September 2012)
(Source: Conseil des Vins de Saint‐Emilion, http://en.vins‐saint‐emilion.com)

Premiers Grands Crus Classés
Château Angélus (A)
Château Ausone (A)
Château Beausejour (Héritiers Duffau‐Lagarrosse)
Château Beau‐Sejour Bécot
Château Belair‐Monange
Château Canon
Château Canon La Gaffelière
Château Cheval Blanc (A)
Château Figeac
Clos Fourtet
Château La Gaffelière
Château Larcis Ducasse
La Mondotte
Château Pavie (A)
Château Pavie Macquin
Château Troplong Mondot
Château Trottevieille
Château Valandraud
Grands Crus Classés:
Château L'Arrosée
Château Balestard La Tonnelle
Château Barde‐Haut
Château Bellefont‐Belcier
Château Bellevue
Château Berliquet
Château Cadet‐Bon
Château Cap de Mourlin
Château Le Chatelet
Château Chauvin
Château Clos de Sarpe
Château La Clotte
Château La Commanderie
Château Corbin
Château Côte de Baleau
Château La Couspaude
Château Dassault
Château Destieux
Château La Dominique
Château Faugeres
Château Faurie de Souchard
Château de Ferrand
Château Fleur Cardinale
Château La Fleur Morange
Château Fombrauge
Château Fonplegade
Château Fonroque
Château Franc Mayne
Château Grand Corbin
Château Grand Corbin‐Despagne
Château Grand Mayne
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Appendix B: Saint Emilion Classification (amended September 2012)
(Source: Conseil des Vins de Saint‐Emilion, http://en.vins‐saint‐emilion.com)

Château Les Grandes Murailles
Château Grand‐Pontet
Château Guadet
Château Haut‐Sarpe
Clos des Jacobins
Couvent des Jacobins
Château Jean Faure
Château Laniote
Château Larmande
Château Laroque
Château Laroze
Clos La Madeleine
Château La Marzelle
Château Monbousquet
Château Moulin Du Cadet
Clos de l'Oratoire
Château Pavie Decesse
Château Peby Faugères
Château Petit Faurie de Soutard
Château de Pressac
Château Le Prieuré
Château Quinault l'Enclos
Château Ripeau
Château Rochebelle
Château Saint‐Georges‐Cote‐Pavie
Clos Saint‐Martin
Château Sansonnet
Château La Serre
Château Soutard
Château Tertre Daugay
Château La Tour Figeac
Château Villemaurine
Château Yon‐Figeac
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Appendix C: Red Wine Producing Appellations of Bordeaux
•

•

•

•

•

The Médoc
o Haut‐Médoc AOC
o Listrac‐Médoc AOC
o Margaux AOC
o Médoc AOC
o Moulis AOC or Moulis‐en‐Médoc AOC
o Pauillac AOC
o St‐Estèphe AOC
o St‐Julien AOC
Graves
o Graves AOC
o Pessac‐Léognan AOC
Libournais and Fronsadais
o Bordeaux Superieur Côtes‐de‐Franc AOC
o Côtes‐Canon‐Fronsac AOC
o Côtes‐de‐Castillon AOC
o Fronsac AOC
o Lalande‐de‐Pomerol AOC
o Lussac‐St.‐Émilion AOC
o Montagne‐ St.‐Émilion AOC
o Pomerol AOC
o St.‐Émilion AOC
o St.‐Goerges‐St.‐Émilion AOC
Bourg and Blaye
o Blaye AOC
o Côtes de Bourg AOC
o Premières Côtes de Blaye AOC
Entre‐Deux‐Mers
o Graves de Vayres AOC
o Premières Côtes de Bordeaux AOC
o Ste.‐Foy‐Bordeaux AOC
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Appendix D: Regional Bordeaux AOC Regulations
(Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regional_Bordeaux_AOCs#cite_note‐1)

AOC
Grape Varieties
Allowed
Colour
Requirement
Grape Ripeness
Post fermentation
alcohol content
Base Yield
Minimum
Planting Density
Maximum buds
kept after pruning
Maturation
requirement/
earliest date of
sale
Vineyard surface
area
Average annual
production

Bordeaux
Bordeaux (red)
Bordeaux Clairet
Bordeaux Rosé
Supérieur (red)
Cabernet Sauvignon, Cabernet Franc, Carmenere, Malbec,
Merlot and Petit Verdot
Lightly coloured
rosé
red
178 g/l
178 g/l
178 g/l
187 g/l
10.5%
10%
10%
11%
50 hl/ha

55 hl/ha
55 hl/ha
2000 vines per hectare

55 hl/ha

60,000 per hectare
1 July the year
following harvest

10,000 hectares

44,000 hectares

925 hectares

3,300 hectares

530,000
hectolitres

2,500,000
hectolitres

52,000 hectolitres

180,000
hectolitres
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Appendix E: Scion Clones of Bordeaux Varieties in use in South Africa

Table 8: Scion clones of Cabernet Sauvignon in South Africa

Vititec

1981

CS 23 A
CS 23 B
CS 27 B

Vititec

1990

Vititec

CS 33 B
CS 34 B
CS 37 C

18
0
0

Free
Free
Free

CS 46 C

Vititec

1972

2952

CS 163 I
CS 163 O
CS 169 A
CS 169 B

Vititec

1976

Vititec

1988

Vititec
Vititec

1990
1981

Vititec

1981

Entav‐inra

2008

CS 191 B
CS 338 C
CS 338 G
CS 341 B
CS 341 E
CS 412

Origin

1992
1992
1973

Remark

Vititec
Vititec
Vititec

Quality*

Free

1973

487
22
283

Viticulture
Data

Free
Free
Free
Free
Free

Clones

182
186
0
70
0

Average production and vigour

P3
P3
P3
P3
P3

Strong grass / berry,
dark colour
Grass / berry
Fruity wine

L

P3

Grass / berry

F

P3

Berry

L

P3
P2
P3

Stone fruit / berry
Berry
Typical of cultivar

L

Free

Average production, big compact
bunches, smaller berries
Average to lower production,
vigorous
Average production and vigour
Average production and vigour
Average production and vigour,
bigger bunches
Average production and vigour

P3

0
62
0
1549

Free
Free
NN31
Free

Above average production and
vigour
Average to lower production and
average vigour

P3
P3
P3

Nutty, herbs, berry,
good cultivar,
character
Strong grass, dark
colour
Grass, green pepper
Berry

275
360
85
0
0
1

Free
Free

Average to lower production
Average production and vigour

P3
P3

Berry
Fruity / mocha

F

Free
Free
Free

Average production and vigour

P3

Grass / berry

F

Free

Above average production and
average vigour, big bunches

General

1967

L=local \F=foreign

Vititec

Virus Status

Year

CS 1 C
CS 1 E
CS 15 C
CS 15 H
CS 15 M

2 Bud Scions
x 1,000

Ownership of
Source Plant

Scion clones of Cabernet Sauvignon in South Africa (Source: South African Wine Industry Directory 2012/13):

Good balanced clone,
aromatic
Good balanced clone

L
F

Above average production,
wine has good structure if
production limited, most
widely planted clone in
France
High in anthocyanins and
polyphenols (clone 337)
Good, balanced clone

Good balanced clone, old
local selection
Balanced clone,
commercially widely
planted, old local selection
Schleipp clone, good,
balanced clone
Good, balanced clone
Very good clone in France,
average to lower
production, wines well
balanced with soft tannins

L

F
L
F

Average production, wine
typical of cultivar
Average production, wine
typical of cultivar
Wines have good balance,
structure and tannins, very
good aging potential

Lower production, small to medium
berries and bunches, earlier
maturing

*P=experimental, K=commercial, 3=excellent, 2=good
1. NN3 = Vein necrosis (strong symptoms)

Table 9: Scion clones of Cabernet Franc in South Africa

Vititec

CF 214 B

Free

CF 312 J

Vititec

1981

0

CF 621 C
CF 623 B

Vititec
Vititec

1990
1991

0
426

Origin

557

Remark

1991

Quality*

Vititec

Viticulture
Data

Free
Free
Free
Free

Clones

1991

73
544
102
0

Above average production and
average vigour

P3
K3
P3
P3

Grass / berry
Good Wine

L

Good balanced clone with
excellent wine

Berry

F

Average to lower production;
smaller berries

P3

Excellent wine

F

Free

Average Production

P3

Grass / berry

F

Average production, wine
typical of cultivar
High quality, full, vegetative,
good tannins, suitable for long
maturation “improver” clone
Average production, wine
typical of cultivar

Free
Free

Average production and vigour
Average production and
vigorous growth

P3
P3

Grass / berry
Excellent wine

F
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Average production

General

1973

L=local \F=foreign

Vititec

Virus Status

Year

CF 1A
CF 1B
CF 1K
CF 213 B

2 Bud Scions
x 1,000

Ownership of
Source Plant

Scion clones of Cabernet Franc in South Africa (Source: South African Wine Industry Directory 2012/13):

Very good clone with average
production, supple wine, good
colour

88

*P=experimental, K=commercial, 3=excellent, 2=good

Table 10: Scion clones of Malbec in South Africa

Origin

P3

Strong berry /fruit
Soft
Berry
Strong berry
Fruity, soft
Berry

L

P3
P3
K3
P3

General

Remark

Average production and
above average vigour
Average production
Average production and
above average vigour
Average production
Average production

L=local \F=foreign

Quality*

MC 1
Vititec
1975
0
Free
MC 1 A
0
Free
MC 46 B
Vititec
1981
4
Free
MC 71 B
Vititec
1971
279
Free
MC 71 C
0
Free
MC 279 B
Vititec
1988
4
Free
MC 598
Entav‐inra
2008
1
Free
*P=experimental, K=commercial, 3=excellent, 2=good

Viticulture
Data

Virus Status

2 Bud Scions
x 1,000

Year

Ownership of
Source Plant

Clones

Scion clones of Malbec in South Africa (Source: South African Wine Industry Directory 2012/13):

Good balanced clone with
excellent wine
Very good wine
Good production and set

L
L
F

Not widely planted in France
Appreciated for wine quality

Table 11: Scion clones of Merlot in South Africa

1981

279

MO 192

Vititec

1974

MO 314 A

Vititec

1987

MO 343 A

Vititec

1989

Berry, good colour

L

P3

Berry

F

734

Free

Average production and vigour

P3

Berry / grass

L

0

Free

Average production and vigour

P3

Average production and vigour
Smaller berries

P3

Berry
Complex flavours
Berry
Excellent wine

L

1

x 1,000

P3

Free

Average production and above
average vigour
Average production and vigour

734

Gs3

Good balanced clone with good
wine quality
Wine typical of cultivar, high
pyrazine levels, most widely
planted clone in France
Good, balanced clone,
commercially widely planted
Average production, less
vigorous, balanced wine
Good, balanced clone with
smaller berries and very good
wine
High quality wine, lower
production, high polyphenols,
ages well
Good, balanced clone, vigorous
growth, typical wine
Good, balanced clone with
excellent wine

L

F

MO 346 A
MO 346 B
MO 348 A

Vititec

1981

Vititec

1989

0
131
1254

Free
Free
Free

Average production and above
average vigour
Average production and vigour

P3
P3
P3

Typical
Berry
Berry

General

Vititec

Origin

MO 182 D
(MO 181)

Free

L=local \F=foreign

8

Remark

2 Bud Scions

1981

Quality*

Year

Vititec

Viticulture
Data

Ownership of
Source Plant

MO 36 A

Virus Status

Clones

Scion clones of Merlot in South Africa (Source: South African Wine Industry Directory 2012/13):

F
L
F

Average production, big
bunches, high in polyphenols,
widely planted clone in France

*P=experimental, K=commercial, 3=excellent, 2=good
1. Gs3 = Stem Pitting (strong symptoms)

Table 12: Scion clones of Petit Verdot in South Africa

Average production and vigour

P3

Nutty / berry
Good tannins

L
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General

Origin

Free

L=local \F=foreign

Remark

1121

Quality*

2 Bud Scions

1990

Viticulture
Data

Year

Vititec

Virus Status

Ownership of
Source Plant

PR 400 D

x 1,000

Clones

Scion clones of Petit Verdot in South Africa (Source: South African Wine Industry Directory 2012/13):

Excellent wine with very dark
colour

89

PR 8719
Vititec
1991
313
Free
PR 8719 A
0
Free
PR 8719 B
83
Free
*P=experimental, K=commercial, 3=excellent, 2=good

Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa
Debi van Flymen

Average production and vigour

P3

Excellent wine

F

Fruity, full
High in tannins

L

Only registered clone in France,
very fertile, production must be
limited
Good, balanced clone with
excellent wine

90

Appendix F: Production Areas as defined by South Africa’s Wine of Origin Scheme
(Source: http://www.wosa.co.za/download/Production_Areas_March_2013.pdf)
GEOGRAPHICAL
UNIT
WESTERN CAPE

REGION
BREEDE RIVER
VALLEY

DISTRICT
BREEDEKLOOF
ROBERTSON

WORCESTER

CAPE SOUTH COAST

CAPE AGULHAS
ELGIN
OVERBERG

PLETTENBERG BAY
SWELLENDAM

WALKER BAY

No district

COASTAL REGION

CAPE POINT
DARLING
FRANSCHHOEK /
FRANSCHHOEK VALLEY
PAARL
STELLENBOSCH

SWARTLAND
TULBAGH
TYGERBERG
WELLINGTON
No district
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WARD
Goudini
Slanghoek
Agterkliphoogte
Bonnievale
Boesmansrivier
Eilandia
Hoopsrivier
Klaasvoogds
Le Chasseur
McGregor
Vinkrivier
Hex River Valley
Nuy
Scherpenheuvel
Elim
No ward
Elandskloof
Greyton
Klein River
Theewater
No ward
Buffeljags
Malgas
Stormsvlei
Bot River
Hemel‐en‐Aarde Ridge
Hemel‐en‐Aarde Valley
Sunday’s Glen
Upper Hemel‐en‐Aarde Valley
Stanford Foothills
Herbertsdale
Napier
Stilbaai East
No ward
Groenekloof
No ward
Simonsberg‐Paarl
Voor Paardeberg
Banghoek
Bottelary
Devon Valley
Jonkershoek Valley
Papegaaiberg
Polkadraai Hills
Simonsberg‐Stellenbosch
Malmesbury
Riebeekberg
No ward
Durbanville
Philadelphia
No ward
Constantia
Hout Bay
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GEOGRAPHICAL
UNIT
WESTERN CAPE

REGION
KLEIN KAROO

DISTRICT
CALITZDORP
LANGEBERG‐GARCIA
No district

OLIFANTS RIVER

CITRUSDAL MOUNTAIN
CITRUSDAL VALLEY
LUTZVILLE VALLEY
No district
No district

No region

CERES PLATEAU
No district

GEOGRAPHICAL
UNIT
NORTHERN CAPE

REGION
No region

DISTRICT
DOUGLAS
SUTHERLAND‐KAROO
No district

GEOGRAPHICAL
UNIT
EASTERN CAPE

REGION
No region

No district

GEOGRAPHICAL
UNIT
KWA‐ZULU NATAL

REGION
No region

No district

GEOGRAPHICAL
UNIT
LIMPOPO

REGION
No region

No district
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DISTRICT

WARD
No ward
No ward
Montagu
Outeniqua
Tradouw
Tradouw Highlands
Upper Langkloof
Piekenierskloof
No ward
Koekenaap
Bamboes Bay
Spruitdrift
Vredendal
Ceres
Cederberg
Lamberts Bay
Prince Albert Valley
Swartberg

WARD
No ward
No ward
Central Orange River
Hartswater
Rietrivier FS

WARD
St. Francis Bay

DISTRICT

WARD
No Ward

DISTRICT

WARD
No Ward
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Appendix G: Platter Guide variances 2013 vs 2002
(van Zyl P. , 2013)

2002
Category
Cabernet sauvignon
Sauvignon blanc (unwooded)

2013
Number
of wines

Number
of wines

348

Category
Shiraz/syrah

632

732

292

Sauvignon blanc unwooded

Chardonnay (wooded)

290

Cabernet sauvignon

581

Pinotage

273

Red blends, Cape Bordeaux

441
403

Merlot

232

Merlot

Other red blends

209

Pinotage

388

Shiraz

196

Chardonnay wooded

377

Cape ‘Bordeaux’

182

Red blends, other

333

Other dry white blends (unwooded,

131

Red blends, shiraz/syrah‐based

330

Chenin blanc (unwooded,

107

Chenin blanc unwooded dry

226

Cape ‘port’, red

101

Rosé dry

207

Other white blends (unwooded, off‐
dry/semi‐sweet)

92

Red blends with pinotage

89

White blends, unwooded, dry

179

83

Red blends, with pinotage

165

Chardonnay (unwooded)
Chenin blanc (unwooded off‐dry/semi‐
sweet)
Non MCC sparkling White (off‐dry/semi‐
sweet)
Chenin blanc (wooded)

White blends, wooded, dry
185

Sparkling, Méthode cap classique, white, dry
59

154
Rosé off‐dry/semi‐sweet

53

146

50

Chenin blanc wooded, dry

Méthode Cap Classique (champenoise)

46

Port, red

131

Hanepoot

42

Chardonnay unwooded

126

42

Pinot noir

112

41

Viognier

111

Other chardonnay blends (unwooded)
Late Harvest
Rosé (off‐dry/semi‐sweet (sometimes called
Blush))

White blends, off‐dry/semi‐sweet (w & u/w)
40

Red Muscadel

108
Chenin blanc off‐dry/semi‐sweet (w & u/w)

39
NLH
Pinot Noir
Special Late Harvest

138

79

37

Noble Late Harvest

63

37

Sauvignon blanc wooded

52

36

Cabernet franc

50

Natural Sweet

35

Muscadel, red, fortified

45

‘Light’ & Low‐Alcohol Wines

33

Natural Sweet, white

42

32

Hanepoot fortified

40

White Muscadel
Non‐MCC Sparkling White (dry, often
carbonated)

Muscadel, white, fortified
31

Ruby Cabernet

38
Sparkling, Méthode cap classique, rosé, dry

31
Blanc de noir
Semillon (wooded)
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38

28

Sparkling, Non‐MCC, white, off‐dry/semi‐
sweet

36

27

Malbec

33
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Category
Riesling (Rhine or weisser)
Jerepigo Red

Number
of wines
25

Category
Sparkling, Non‐MCC, rosé, off‐dry/semi‐
sweet

Number
of wines
32

24

Blanc de noir

Jerepigo White

24

Semillon wooded

27

Colombard (dry)

21

Sparkling, Non‐MCC, white, dry

27

Sauvignon blanc wooded

21

Vin de paille

27

Riesling (Cape or SA)

20

Petit verdot

26

chardonnay blends (wooded)

15

Sweet red

26
25

Colombard (off‐dry/semi‐sweet)

31

15

Jerepigo red

Chardonnay‐sauvignon blanc (unwooded)

14

Natural Sweet, rosé

24

Gewürztraminer

12

Perlé wines

24
24

Rosé (dry) (sometimes called Blush)

12

Riesling

Cabernet franc

11

Natural Sweet, red

22

Non‐Muscat Red Fortified

11

Pinot gris/grigio

21

Perlé Wines

11

Jerepigo white

20

Bukettraube

10

Colombard

17
16

Cinsaut

9

Grenache noir

Pink (off‐dry/semi‐sweet)

9

Gewürztraminer

15

Semillon (unwooded)

8

Late Harvest

13
12

Tinta Barocca

8

Mourvèdre

Gamay Noir (see also under Nouveau)

6

Ruby cabernet

12

Muscat de Frontignan (unfortified)

6

Special Late Harvest

12
11

Other white blends (wooded)

6

Sangiovese

Viognier

6

Hanepoot unfortified

9

Cape ‘port’, white

5

Port, white

9

Kosher Wines

5

Tinta barocca

9

Zinfandel

5

Touriga nacional

9

Chardonnay‐sauvignon blanc (wooded)

4

Semillon unwooded

8

Malbec

4

Barbera

7

Muscat d’Alexandrie (unfortified)

4

Cinsaut

7

Non MCC sparkling pink dry

4

Sparkling, Non‐MCC, rosé, dry

7

Sweet Red (unfortified)

4

Carignan

6

‘Straw’ Wine

3

Nebbiolo

6

Clairette blanche

3

Roussanne

6

Pinot Gris

3

Bukettraube

5

Red (off‐dry/semi‐sweet)

3

Cape Riesling

5
5

Carignan
2

Sparkling, Méthode cap classique, white, off‐
dry/semi‐sweet

Fernão Pires

2

Sparkling, Non‐MCC, red, dry

5

Petit verdot

2

Zinfandel/Primitivo

5
4

Pinot blanc

2

Grenache blanc

Red MCC

2

Gamay noir

3

Therona

2

Muscadel, white, unfortified

3

1

Non‐muscat, red, fortified

3

Barbera
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Category
Hárslevelü

Number
of wines

Category
Sparkling, Non‐MCC, red, off‐dry/semi‐sweet

1
Icewine

Number
of wines
3

1

Verdelho

Morio Muscat

1

Non‐muscat, white, fortified

2

Mourvèdre

1

Petite sirah/durif

2

1

Port, pink

2

1

Sparkling, Méthode cap classique, red, dry

2

1

White blends, other, unwooded, off‐
dry/semi‐sweet

2
1

Muscat de Hambourg
Nebbiolo
Non‐Muscat White Fortified
Nouveau

3

1

Muscat de Hambourg fortified

Pinot meunier

1

Muscat Ottonel unfortified

1

Pontac

1

Nouvelle

1

1

Sacramental wine

1

1

Sparkling, Méthode cap classique, rosé, off‐
dry/semi‐sweet

1

1

Sylvaner

1

Riesling (emerald)
Rosé MCC
Sylvaner
Touriga nacional
Grand Total

1
3742

Tannat
Tempranillo
White blends, other, unwooded, dry
Grand Total
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1
1
1
7336
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Appendix H: Discussion points for Qualitative Research

The qualitative questions below formed the framework and initial basis of conversation with many
winemakers during the research of this paper.
•
•

•
•
•

Is the category of Bordeaux style red blends growing, declining or constant and to what do
you attribute the changes if there are any?
Are there any trends you are aware of with respect to the category of Bordeaux style red
blends in any of the areas below and if so, please feel free to comment on them?
o Viticulture
o Viniculture
o Blending
o Maturation
o Retail Selling Prices
o Marketing
o Merchandising
What do you believe are the greatest strengths of the category of Bordeaux style red blends
in South Africa?
What are the biggest challenges facing the category of Bordeaux style red blends in South
Africa?
How do you see the category of Bordeaux style red blends in South Africa evolving in the
next ten years?
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MAPS
Map 1: Bordeaux Vineyards
Map 1: Bordeaux Vineyards (Source: CIVC)
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Map 2: South African Wine of Origin Scheme - Geographical Units
Map 2: South Africa Wine of Origin Production Areas ‐ Geographical Units
(Source SAWIS, http://www.sawis.co.za/cert/download/GEOGRAPHICAL_UNITS_Sept2011.jpg)
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Map 3: South African Wine of Origin Scheme - Regions
Map 3: South Africa Wine of Origin Production Areas – Regions
(Source: SAWIS, http://www.sawis.co.za/cert/download/Regions.jpg)
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Map 4: South African Wine of Origin Scheme - Districts
Map 4: South Africa Wine of Origin Production Areas – Districts
(Source: SAWIS, http://www.sawis.co.za/cert/download/Districts_May_2013.jpg)
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Map 5: South African Wine of Origin Scheme - Wards
Map 5: South Africa Wine of Origin Production Areas – Wards
(Source: SAWIS, http://www.sawis.co.za/cert/download/Wards_June_2013.jpg)
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